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At the wedding of the first Commanding Officer, Major Babington, 

on January 1918, it was agreed to hold an annual reunion of Squad-

ron aircrew. On the 15th of July that year, the officers met at the 

Grosvenor Hotel which was, technically, the first Reunion although 

tradition counts the wedding as the first. It matters not as you can 

only have one annual reunion a year! 

At the second Reunion in the Café Royal London on the 29th of 

March 1919, it appears that the tradition of signing menu cards was 

begun. The date when an other tradition of sending out a “Call to 

Arms” was  first instigated is uncertain but the first copy we have is 

dated 1926.  Chaps Marchant and his successor as Secretary, Peter 

Giffkins, were extremely creative in producing Calls to Arms many of 

which reflected social or political issues of the time. Successors to 

these two stalwarts are very much duller and Calls to Arms after 

1979 are straightforward information documents. The majority of 

pre-war menus and Calls to Arms were donated to the Association 

by the family of the late George Bullman (click here as well) in 2009. 

Below are copies of all the table plans and newsletters (Cheeeriooo) 

in the Association archives. 

The are quite a few missing menus and Calls to Arms, if you have 

any of the missing items, please either sent them to the Secretary 

for inclusion in the Reunion Scrapbook or send a jpeg copy by email. 

Indeed, if you have any memorabilia, then please contact the Secre-

tary. Any contribution will be gratefully received and treasured. 

Menus 

http://www.theaerodrome.com/aces/england/marchant.phpC:/My%20Documents/My%20Documents/Malbrook%20Consulting/Business%20Returns/09-10%20All%20Returns/0904%20April%20Returns
http://www.flightglobal.com/pdfarchive/view/1946/1946%20-%200648.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Bulman_(pilot)


Menu cards after 

this point re-

mained basically 

the same design 

but with the crest 

being changed to a 

single colour, red.  

Menu cards after 

this point returned 

to the style and 

size first adopted 

For the 41st Reun-

ion in 1958 



Calls to Arms 

















Date unknown—maybe when we held the Re-

union at RAFC Cranwell. Any ideas? 

Date unknown. Any ideas? 

Seating Plans 



Suspect this is  the 58th 













Loyal Greetings 

Before each Reunion, the Secretary sends Loy-

al greetings to The Queen. Her Majesty has 

always graciously replied via Her Defence Sec-

retary. The 2010 letters are shown  

The Reunion is usually marked by an entry in 

the Court and Social columns of the Daily Tel-

egraph on the Monday following the Reunion. 


