ANDOVER
STUFF

Les Rockel Aircraft museum
Christchurch
New Zealand

Corrections
XS794. After deliver y to Abingdon in Sep 1965 the aircr aft was used by the Andover Conver sion
Flight to train the crew (I was the copilot) which was to operate the a/c on VIP duties. My first
flight in the a/c was on 22 Sep 65, and my first training exercise was flown on 27 Sep 65. Crew
conversion training was completed on 30 Nov 65, and with effect from 1 Dec 65 the a/c and crew
were assigned to 'E' Flight Metropolitan Communications Squadron, although the aircraft continued to be based at Abingdon for ease of servicing. The next flight was an operational VIP flight to
the Middle East which departed from Abingdon on 4 Dec 65. I was the co-pilot on XS794 when it
suffered the accident on landing at Northolt in 1966. According to my logbook the accident happened on 30 Sep 1966 (perhaps the date shown in your record is that on which the damage was
assessed as Cat 3?). The repair work was carried-out at Kemble, and was completed in mid-Nov
65 when the crew of which I was member carried out an airtest on 14 Nov 64. We ferried the a/c
back to Abingdon on 21 Nov 65.
NOTES.
XS645. Date '9.4.62' must be wr ong. Aircr aft didn't enter ser vice until 1967.
XS644. The date for its return to 242 OCU from Kemble isn't correct. I flew the aircraft from Kemble to
Thorney Island on 23 July 1974. I was OC Andover Training Squadron from March 1973 to April
1975. During that time the ATS had 3 dedicated a/c: XS599, XS600 and XS644.
242 OCU. The Andover s of the Andover Tr aining Squadr on of 242 OCU at Thor ney Island had a disc
painted on the tail fin consisting of a black cat on a yellow background. The 3 aircraft which belonged
to the ATS were XS599, XS600 and XS644.
Chris Carrington

Andover Hot Weather Trials. Aden. February 1966

Chris Alcock writes: Andover XS595 was detached to RAF Khormaksar Aden on 11 Feb
1966 to 1 Mar 1966 for hot weather trails & dirt strip landings.
I was at Aden on 21 Sqn flying Twin Pioneers at the time. I was detailed to go in the
Andover to make sure they did not stray into the Yemen as the strip Wadi Ain which
was very near the border. The test pilot John Harrison was flying it. Wow!! I never ever again saw an Andover flown like that! The strip was up against a mountain so it was
land into the mountain and turn around and take off in the opposite direction away
from the mountain! I was in the cockpit for half of the exercise and I remember the
stall warning going continuously on the approach. As any Andover pilot knows that is
not necessary as an Andover can be landed and stopped within a set of runway lights

without a murmur from the stall warner. Once in their haste I think they forgot the
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