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The Story of an ER®hapter 1

It was early in the year of 1941, I was 19 years ofumge. TF
of my age group to the Armed Forces was fast approsidéing. I
ters, going to work worn our and nights of fire watching at
And so, with my good friend Fred Fisher and two otherr frien
for the Royal Air Force. As we worked in the jewelleryVy trad
had no parents and was | iving with my Aunt Gert and my <coOus:¢
well join udugt nloevasats Il aweul d have a choice of the Service |
One day, after making our decision, we all went to the R.A
February 1941. We were asked some questions and given a gel
stone engagement ring on the floor. I passed it ovregortto t he
to R.A. F. Padgat e, near Warrington, for attestation and an

Arriving at Padgate (this was Number 3 Recruiting Centre)

Charge. He was rather a tubby chap and informed us dfa- no unr

FOREWORD ten wondered what became of him and | would have |l oved to h
This story is about my I|life in tthe4®oyAl sAoryFof cal Hut hreegneetnbbeetr $Vat thhast & aomsep figéudedsdt iaosn asked was to spell " biwayscl e" .
saw it. It is how I remember it all after over 50ftgeaysy fFodomeot <criticise anyone or anything, rightly or wron

own opinion of events.

We were then give-mianwr b®d myi clel 4NBWBrBbrfer We t hen became member s

I found service |ife a good |ife. Very interestingjlwotsd&rveflf Asmwéeimesei novergqdanegedr o mseugpn @ ttahhely winaetdeh sadt utat ar agtasrt n
the best of my ability, obeyed orders and "kept myrlaofsaeg cll5ean "F.e blr utalriyn ki 9ptdr. hdp § oiutndw®@a dighe eheal bki astdar kit meser
and |I shared it all with some very good friends and comrades. An experience | would not have missed.

It was in the month of April that we returned to Padgate. T
If | was a young man again and with all the technology of the present day | would find the R.A.F. to be irresist

We became Aircraft Hand(s2 agh-tl@pi)recpssr mdag. wilget bén2¢ol |l ect ed

I will endeavour to mention as many old comrades as |lwemaea t é&dmeamiderspatched to an unknown destination for four w
"unknown destination" turned out to be R.A.F. Bridgngrth in
Club and it wasn't so very far from home. Unfortunately we
now the time that | lost my Christian name of Jack: nas | ha
til after | attained the rank of Corporal and then it was o
The weat her was very cold during our stay there, but once
charge of the hut was also our Instructor, each hutdole compl
John H Duckers job as we were. They seemed a decent | ot and had plenty of

Sutton Coldfield

l19a®97 All thibashqgmagr €eame very easy to me as from the ages of 11 1
Brigade and parade ground drill was all part of thhdretrainir
some object on first handling. Sometimes the I nstrucattor wou

you and cold hands didn't always grasp that flying object.



I remember that day on the rifle range and | first fired a rifle. It was a very cold day and the sandbags | r
my | eft hand on seemed frozen solid. After | ‘Ihrﬁed V\];eierkedbeoffofrefilv 10|0nuenod Nthfoké]cﬁjlﬁ:all(éreg‘notnh myalhrandafwterh set()jeerr?wo'n
And then, of course, there was how to use theofatyr?enr% had beeéen shot up, so when | did join the Squadron | thin
bl e.
I't wasn't all drillingpolThehenguasf peosbsal bappensante, calls of " Get your hair
cut!" and "You haven't shaved this morning". Themhuftrah|acf Itowbse rs]é)/\/teptlagd leljgﬁn gmangoalslamkilt rllrlalget%nb% Fbloamcbeedr
out on your bed, every morning, each piece i,t's | | ot ed \B?ace, |ﬂcYu8|ng youg ehousewife'e Enis bging a_ve
) . about “a eek "there 1" "wa ol"d to repor t o e Orderfy ROGO
i mportant it em. I't was a pouch cocnrlealdruahgycmte dfrlepal $>trtm>nsh|5but|__\;ons P s et c.. 0 . . .
. . " rou I chour%e ¢’11t A.F alton “i'n i“t:kln%h ms hire. 't was, in | &
outfit, every serviceman had a housewife", you ad Y ear.n howq[o sew_ a, bu 0.n n(? d.arn yeur solr_:ks. |
w a t eony riti'sh squadron to be equippe wi't h I"ying ortres
even got to the stage where | could turn a shirit. ar
a it O Fdnger .
ventually the day of passing out parade arriqud, the CO taéing t he salute. Al seemed to go alright, the I n
structors being just as pleased as we were th it Pwla s€ 41 | ver, but for them it would start all over again \
the next |l ot of recruits arrived.
Once again my kit was packed and | was taken to Peter
Bridgnorth Camp was in a very nice situation.CroswassdmttihentolipnofLangion. od htene @pplodXtie s DdeMar yt heeb & weer s
ern to the town. It is now a |large housing est hAte.ne afievset psdsaetdi Oyn it omdhayl t ome sCaimpc.e my stay there.
_ Halton was a ewarlasgeblciasnlpmermtprtehe majo |ty of the buildin%s
We had ncw C 0 me 'rolthe end of our basic tra|n|ncgn_an|dt wed £ trpeouﬁorﬁeo St e @ perreynt'lnct Sresot ngp )Frérptdre{aﬁtsa" sLdh o0
of technical training to become Instrument Re 0asrlr,[elrosrTS Thei s¢ R eashrtgohebre ra nGkrSOUpHalltoCnoucfasn?p ofS S0nM € htehrseleop”éosntohfst
at R. A. F. Mel ksham in Wi ltshire. Qur 'nStrUCtrhaPrkétnC dj\gledofhoA(v idsyg Jument s wor ked, how they were fitted and
worked in aircraft and also how they were calrbrated |ncIuded were bombsights, gunsrgh s, compasses,
cameras, automatic pilots and oxygen systems.
I found Halton a fascinating place. Firstly, this Group | cour se
) ) ) ) ) only the _secaond one there. On my seco day my old friend Fred F
This was quite a lot to digest in the time allotpedendhefifst Bhfrhrglibul ?F‘F”Etc'f d*a?/safﬂ%e‘?’ét‘%rheed MEZS & p9le
-engined Avro Anson. say the)! soon disappeared and revert d back to the bare wooden 1

Mel ksham was a nice village in lovely country-lsH'lde LprsetOV\\/szsS aOfverh)/pert”ehrf"sm' eD ez,esdealn\fji grorWobrre' dcgee'plryealnto ¢
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old market towns, were not very far away and Ratd )(Vr"i\esr|n@énsé’qLY|er5r¥1e|I|larW3¥va¥n thBehgyenda, American bombsights a
course of some three months tuition

Sometimes the |l ocal coach owner would provide a vehicle to take us to Birmingham for a weekend | eave. As
llong as we got back to camp by 2359 hours on 'ISHJé‘dfaiyrsetveth(Yrtrhi'ﬁ]gg \)O’é’"swé?‘rlrtr'tg&twork I wondered what on earth was ¢
of marching musi c. |t seemed that every morning the "boys" mar c |
) ) i me a.n rythlht; bd)'pes,'l'helramsne procedure happened again when t|
My time at Mel ksham was very interesting andbquI ytasbl 't’/'he er@/ee”erﬁ% ofHa F%n ygs {;raﬁi,] §|c |ndre|rag(9ea t est
and the marks attained determined what rank you became. There were three Ievels: Alrcr aftsman Second
Class (AC/ 1T 1), First Class (AC/ 1) and top grade Leading Aircraftsman (LAC) and, of course, the higher the
grade you attained the more money in your pay. fdoifd"KaténmM@bOhlt¥oPfulysaRagasy g¥I ngSpfGLL! - we got on with
billets were away from the main buildings and there was no "bull'
This was now the time my friends and | parted for we were all posted to different units. | was posted to No 9
Squadron at R.A.F. Polebrook near to PelerbopRuoBs THE NGAECSh FAE! WBUrSEalaQN nWihe g OBRA| e WBCEamE FAPbih sher
arrived and then made by way to Polebrook. 'BQ??"”OHL} evgsjlésrw ‘Q’Q?H grrcrh%ftpllgqlo Q. Qrv‘é%dra‘?wa‘ﬁff%sr%q%r%paet dema
with but as | entered the camp | was astoundetdhethasreewa ovheer t @ gma,fe alnlumrbeturonfedB t107 d:| wving 4o, ertesﬁeeswasMeon
being a rookie, never yet worked on an aircradt, nfasd age\}ertyhegdoacfgp?sénrpsltanef’r el paassedHObV‘S/eV\?ér’ L i “knld t Neee
(Fortr a wery nice plane to work on. plenty pdre oon gdthathibRosheceRadofathe! 0odrde e Wid m%u%eC%%aIW9|@$ E |
hands and fingers. Not a bit l i ke most Brltl§fi1e1';l[j gbafmb W@\}L ADEL 'P@”gé’tj ag(eﬁ]esedaénéed £ o pmer o q,\pasmaaqq acbol?ref.
easily serviced. ever there was one.



Someti mes we got home on a weekend | eave. It all depen@need noonr nwhnagt It iween twet oc omwolrdk gweitt haowa y .malkfi nvyge ugo tmya bterdai mOff rc
Bl etchley, which was on the main |Iine from Euston t ondnBer utnh a't, nmoera natl tterronwabkliev.elly Haomt Aydesbeafgren”" Mare" LabNdEhR. gt
then across the town to the L.M.S Iline and then on stso €Benimhg aétaeltywevékry tiage tion rRppby ttherter ewouwlad db er oaomnhl acianr r
darkness. That was the only time in my service career thatl
Ayl esbury was a nice town, a cinema there, much to our delight. One time we were home on | ea
Fred got married and | was his best man. ThatSawwestime Deckamivery 11942 .1 was told that-upndedtfweesn Mheml
er chap. Needless to say, I |l ost the toss. So off hfoomed I
At the end of the course we had to take a test agaaiamothderle wWaesr ivtearb(;uptal estzfrsxaeid?]fttouospaz;sotsrgéJonust()l\18rSE@/I TV\(/eé)sutdeKa|sr$ ﬁ)rbpu
gone up five ranks with, of course, another |ncrewag)omti Ipa . Otﬁrcgusagrasln tvvleniw(ereetgllaﬁrgséreg (t) tdh(f)éerset de yss|et-
bye to my friend Fred. I was posted to No 68 Squadromfaht g’ Ercal/l i'n ShropshiTr'e he nearest ow S V\? rrp
: onder . ho on arth . we ‘carried [ that nklv¥ a|
Tel ford. It was not so very far from home e|ther.ellafewe|nflpuall\1vy arrlve\ﬁ at eCrudglngton, tehIS t he nearest’ Iway
made my way to the guard room and then reported to the Orderly Room at HQ and was told where my bDbillet was, a
house and the N.A.A.F.I. This was a very widely d|speerr$feterstaa}1]t1;gvr\} dél’}hse é\lﬂ{es%%\éves gpb&reoﬁewg\//e%?wn twtéeblo%r}edefdrczrne
the hut | was to be in was down the | ane from the Mgpsg. and t across. two filelds.,. ht s, was Wln?er tlme, Cotg 8
. . . Glasgo Thi’s bel.nrg winter “t.i me, t he " moun I,.ns, O S¢o N?r
across muddy fields was not so very brilliant. The Wet(y get tonwuomrekr i, ﬁ%e rélortrrnr(t)?)sh\lfv%sé b)f_h(éo%(r:]té \f/veoereFQnenoe
that it was a walk to the section anidng@ &imdgefwasr idvoan e, plltchﬁe \/\daasrbkta[ovv\éﬂgﬁ gp'ru[\:/las'(meofnosﬁlaatsbhow very tallvetrybmefu
upr|ght again" I think it had been a troopship in thé Fi
No 68 Squadron was a night fighter wunit. I't was equoitprlatehde Sh'lP aotnv?/lrgegrlfgidr?e/vé]'aircraft, the Bristol Beaufighter
night you did night duty crew and, of cour se, hopedLievhe nights would be quiet ones. But, of course, "Jerry" was
pool so there was ple.nty of activity. The Squadron Cort?,rﬂaendl\)leerssw cmawaAs'twihier}'e twhaeaeoen %flelr)?r%nge?t/e(/vgrso?lé'b%ngu
enced and competent pilot. stowed in a wooden cage. I n the evening the hammocks awer e
the ship rolled | had the feeling the roof was comi ntgh dow
The Beaufighter was a very rumgtdl]| sbnshghgtbunltzv|talnelt:y/vapftt/yeryatgpwwaenrdbﬂlaelhegpltnevse,ry w”ell
Bristol Hercul-esql esd ereavcei avlal eregianes. I't was also thetmest heaV|Iy armed fighter of the war. Four cannons in
nose and six machine guns in the wings and when uscentdtaalnlyd? ft %htgrteirtno%lnsothhadshai ma Cha'rnteedgutno'n the bsaegr]rder‘
|l ooked what it was, a destroyer. |t had a crew oﬂ)ohmwoas g {Nleot n aﬁghgrbsg Ff/&F‘e\P'e 8 Qrancll'atﬁlrsln t(h Waavrer
torpedo and | ater stildl it was fitted wilth rockets.ltilnewnacse Ivjeélynréé)rtmhgatﬁ CUVII’] ent tomerpberp w V\h etngnl(
darkness the cylinders would glow red. Ocean, with quite a swell on, too. When we Went up ornfodec
mer chant and troopships. I't was escorted by two aiorudnr aft
I wi || now try. to explain how the day's work was Cahtehgdc%r&\{eylzrin#rgerqthse esutardoyerswavvserneaddeasuhd n(?f aé)iotufter-rrpte ttjrrtliI
flights, from where the flying took place, and thenredtdhere was the maintenance section where all the major insp
out or any really large major servicing was required. The Mess tables were made to accommodate between 16 to 20
tened to the deck and side of the ship. Every meatldlei m&¥ou
Every aircraft had a sort of |1 o0og book where everythtBg)luetdhattoa/vha?sr;%dloc;nnec%?%e%}érrtI?pltlaatneedawr;a?sirgléegcg%rrdceyd%u t'l'lﬁuoeStf(ia'Eté)tegw:ftl i
arrival at the section was to go to every plane anndmggn&mb O|V\f daecdkailoy tihnsiprecbolaotn S?TnntllsonwsasfOdroneemsbry ean:j qdrwaadd;etbst' eEvr
by the airman of each trade nd finally by the N.Cpl’D@,l.Fr)ntcﬂar € o} F{a\cﬁ sect[o ?o QU <S8 ime a?n)(Nth/i.nq was§ gwr
. . |Ifejf’i§ et . const s e?o tosmal P|Io%10tne\n d?
could be traced back to who had done the job. The ainry %e/\évs L En c%m%ftgagl\{%r getﬁ)m%neﬁta@va% rwitt%s ’ouona %%rl‘ré;?d%
faults would be reported to the Flight Sergeant in Chaﬁ'gembgraporeyfla'rggtbr just Iazing'around on decky weagz;;tomegr
Then any faults would be rectified. Once the aircriaffheavwn svef wlelre ser siemeabl e it was then put on readiness for t
were any. | think there were always about four planes on readiness and others on standby.
Our toilets and ablutions were right in the sterntscfosthed
first job I had to do on night duty was to chatnogdendamiotmi dné esmpee atorehegauovgher Tol dm ahiraidnidayglitghth sda swegsly i itd
the dark, with the Ilight of torches, was quite fdaxmdtolitngagalmi.s Ii foturnwmedntf ec mms ias tterdo oopfs hti tpe t ga wbgee rietad ebl{H e hastr tr

illary tube on the end of which was a brass bul bme fgesaonme adn'd ianb olveen gitth .walshni'st wacso fbhdd.ed ami tlheadthytl hey hlrravd s Aesc
et her expanded in the bulb and tube, moving thet qppalrotkert oo phecgaugetoThe uvsaedlfarywhsadi hg. be threaded from

the cockpit, through the wings and then the br aesmgibue.b was screwed into a copper pipe that contained oil at
man had to remove the old bulb with another manp&panding by with the new bulb ready to insert it quickly in
no matter how quick you were, oil would gush out amdnertimedowm wdwer earemi hegf odrag kynews shavke gvetntt g mwnt deckndwed
oil was hot. A very messy job. The nut wa+$ ot ke mhgd d eyilpteltie rw.i t Biu tc owlpenr dvd ylei. g Atl | c snme sa ani m,i recvwearfy ,s hifp nwas tihne ist

l ocked to stop them coming undone.



1 felt sorry for our friend Bert Payne. As soon askndw arhytphiprug oo uste ao thre dreafatme Ivetrbyi nk li.t |wéahsa vieu mbeevre r 3 80k
seasi ck. He sat at the end of the Mess table very gét dodnlodomheée opémkddek moved or had anything to eat fo
slowly, very slowly, he did eventually get well agai n.

Unfortunately, after we had sailed from Durban, it poure
On board with us in the R.A.F. were some regimentsofromeStomeanattoardamalsy ftilme." Blha sk wWast cah "v eanyd ntihcee "sArigpy,l
l and Highlanders". They played "Crown and Anchor" mogee¢l pfsmakl dhgavestanofpmeney ochanbhenm, haods.
After about a week at sea the two carriers |l eft t hlet ctoonovko ya baonudt wewet|l vien tdoa ytsh es a"i Me dn"g. tToh e e"akEag It eh"e Waog t| aotf e rS
action. Whilst they were with us, some days we woulid watchithepaiatcnt dafet doeakes i dbef babhdi fl ancbhanddtbaet comvby
were Fairey Swordfish and Grumman Marl et s. On tryiwgston |l tame toeandér, caurilkirtsbagecikns llars@ev mpdtannelseim ¢ sl awear
sea. into the water. When we got on |l and and came to sort out

blue, too, a blanket and other pieces of equipment, with

Chapter 3

Once on | and we were taken by road to R.A.F. Hel wan just

some time in the month of April. It was here at Hel wan t
After being at sea for about two weeks, evexmptiaelnlcy. we wasght 8denhand takdnd Ibd f cbounv oy acnameert
the West African port of Freetown in 0SierrtaheLeomwnys | drowasd,ks0owinheap!l drteh@ndvhtirtuek nean'i sedgr Awv ¢

of the wheels caught the top of the truck and the underc
Some of the Il ocal young boys came out to the ship?ghq_np'tlhoetirm%rbaagcesd whi & hflayllthseorptlsanoef c’chelrngs toP soell b u“t? M
shouting to us to throw them a "Glasgow tanner ", thP&!' g&m g the old silver 3d coin.

After staying there for about a day the convoy setWh§<1:18t %$aiHr?|£’$‘8"\ﬁlﬁoWﬁ%? ?l/vlo()\(X/%%k % 'in t?ig"i}iggoybgl 'Ornﬁa
When those weeks had passed | and was again on the e]’1rbdr r}%rh eI’dnsi sOh i medN9§s Walk® Dlﬂ?)bsan, t ?Eca. BRI .
to see all t he white-ibuillodikregls galammndg tAlse oxe a shtad mpe é“ér%é |Orl?tS Oﬂa}BS{Pr I saw the | argest I|ner I
had ever seen, it was the French ship the "Louis Pasteur"

We stayed at Helwan for just over a week whilst other ai
That evening we were allowed tld ¢gdd eash agrhd amadjeasouweue%/hel eq)m%ermeuanqv&\a\(\aeaurlng shhortsdddulrlnEg daylight hours.
chocolate filled the shop windows and there was f|S £ %?I‘d'ﬁ%%qqptt(f%%s'nv&e eWel\41I |netoaosr%ewreeseta?ugna?r#taré
selves on bacon and eggs. As we wal ked dol\'"vi1l} West Street we could see that the pubs had Ilittle swing doogc
the old western movies. . .

One morning we all c¢clambered onto a truck with all our Kk

the pyramids of Giza and then by the Mena House Hotel wh
The next day we disembarked and was | So very glad_la_rkdrv\'}%et % fththatrosahdéawe WevethOOK IkO n tOf tan%cetcroamrsspor%:e
ban: it was <called Clairwood. Here we stayed for tV\gO aeJkOsrI Eyvery dhaeyS wetacnoi%sld r |q*1?3tr yreo d %@me{/\)ls
course we certainly did. I't was here that | met oncesagaln my friend Les Watson. He was on his way to I ndi
to see him again.

We reached Alex in the | ate afternoon, then on along th
Durban was a very nice city, with a wonder ful wateW??ro%t\,Ne &/BEdngf Sgu\fi\‘/gﬁf)nto%%??kyaégﬂﬁqwgﬁﬁgfﬁmgtTt”"é?\lgksw
were hundreds of them, just I|like taxis, t heir owneas;earll'tdo tl up nethoeﬁﬁelji'greré/ enger%}SgFgmBg'@)ﬂlrggn £
l ots of the troops were taken into their homes. n ortunately was sun ny nemy actl han pirlots anc

fighters. It was to be a night fighter unit in the defen
Sout h -whatca -svaw @f liotvely country. There was justWone thlnﬁ that took some gettln&g used to. IJust as _|ItI
started to get dark so the crickets started up and ?hgﬁrge} al h gemél?e]tauitsé a MERe é)t a tent. . was st v

I al out on th sand and nets tie t cadphe, tleinzanrdofandtal
After the two weeks at Clairwood, kit was packed again and we wer e takfa_n Hack }o the1 d?]c » thls tlmh kf
ot her | arge troopship. It was a Dutch ship, t he "Il\Iev\\fvaRmsatgear' anm" tVOee_ \C/}’er'eg tthse 1Tt dr'acft t A4S0 a¥r & ys n o

fourth night you di night duty c¢crew, h|s meant being |



i ng. Al t hough a night dhioght elramyunihter me aviats wo rekitryg od 24t i on at night with "Jerry" over Alex and th

squadron had a number of kills. The " Beau™methbaeli ncgo nasltlr uct i on, after it had beenyosu acnohinndg f
egg on the wings. When | had to work in the cockpit it v
Al so at Il dku were another two Beaufighter squadrons, RI é E)%d%zr?négi%vg?)b‘c’tLjTlhée:sleew%%Grt%dfvdgarnygh??angji\?xea?smuuénotr?é(e Hgﬁersg“
operation units and they worked very hard indeed. Theinyd rmcsorévn%yIeescsorwtgrd]utaﬁesy?\]pdwyﬁttg{:kipgclelngsmyors arr%sa
staffing. They were really very hard working squadroresl.y en” on ops e Wo'ud d® 'Wa't% 'them Xake “ofF ®°nd M nY i t h
would return with quite a number of them shot up, mosthy hydraulics, which meant they could not |l ower their wh €
beHlamdi ng but the Beau, being a very strong aircraftge h%nb%inng”%%tt %oj\{vn/ g)/n h\avre(rj sgn%poistdr{eglbg Phdth'(e)te‘ilsrgjftlfﬁtelr
Of cour se, bent props but it would slide along thevh®mam ganodn cPume toI rqeesgiqa(g:j i d gzhtt Aisntﬁ]ﬂeroewnwasenotnlyI tthlhe Y hedl
of the planes had | anded the others would have to éiiylan%uinfd un ¥|| t h s{rhg was c?%ar.%g%in. T eir'%{g n% &0 §
oh ahn diin ar it di &P i dfotwe vier st arte waafr fd & al
system. About three quarters of the way down the r unpwun IIt ety teandt a Sn?JOdd'elne crane .on e ChonS'mdef%rcde altsn s%oeriie%snda 1
down and came to rest so a sling was put wunder eachl grreatlngplane (wing) andythen the cranes horsted 't up unttil
underneath and pull the wheels down and |l ocked. It was then towed off the runwa and all was ready for the ne
\(/jvorketljl w(cj)-nderfulllyéi vt\)/elld; sometlmesI | W|shedhthe¥ had Ei/\ﬁ”il%endevlé? 8uh$vlep'ﬁ ,gInI?]\L/JV{s)r1 ﬁ)Igl gysa Se d J( bel fwiathpd_ltahnee
own an r|1ng gou ) e angerlousl. t wash.muc. sader tOJ%lfle"%%nQ yvn Wi L ol O\xyyee gk YWni teu1r| IgI aéAglwe Ll imeo el (Mg 1
many crasnes ut there was always something inside saybglgal e a Rﬂgn, eIectrics; "Trapper" Green and Bill Sbar ,
the instrument section, hompson and Ferguson. We allt see
The airfield was a dried up salt Il ake, hard sand, g)ebaw%er:af?né csocvaeswtr?rr;o’a%daéasn(ldsét:jhge naS (t)g'i atrhri%e%erhor' .|Tshearrm ﬁl
and we were told that to come in contact with that watner anl\?evyfounwdolad 'ahvee r?aods Iotvel SIinstgproaliog[hptoca aytwfactch
the water. repairing before joining the R A.F.) I said to hi nm atshdath ei
Chapt er 4 was short of cash so | gave him A5 for the watch. Tl yad
they wanted cleaning and a drop of Tetrachloride stohbeadBi X ¢

The squadron soon settled down to the job it was ta)nidgpgthDgipyt iei!pec5ions, air tests, any repairs that needed |

on readiness waiting for the call "scramble"” and hdweanti f owas all go to get the planes airborne as quickly as po
their return. Sometimes we would |isten to what was \goingﬁ ﬁ eon\]/geerr_t1ilh9e_4an IT c(erlael:iroaéedf Zef/st Irtb §& ywrtthhtg1t
knew they had been in action. The pdrameaoﬂ;lwello@etlaenqmet:lkg% a o glb &l rrliyvra%asseegpg t at the cam ci |
there was another "scramble". When the Ppighes Wa]mded/mp% ?g%get%e%ih&d?ao SiJan\g downp?rh cﬂance P
that was switched on for the pilot to see the |l anditniggetstrip and as soon as he was dowll it was switched of f qu
SJerry tsee anytlhingl,) t|f still arou_nd_. Indall t he t”mgoarnetlidni(es weor\/\}eyrer ee%et%bretralonneed bboymbanbeEi_n,\g_ Sd_er_p party puht iC
ergeants quarters u no one was 1 njpured. was a French |l ady by the name of Alice Delysir. Sheowrds a
with a medal. And then there was Mrs? and her "Berka Bir
The Flight Sergeant in charge of the maintenance secti,\o'nA'wAa'sF'nla'niedwr\/\?ynl1Jlelfef, G{/\{7]'nldle|re hvgydnnae.fel\yve drrllynkasl vI\/ahyeswa’lvl?limI‘'dstr:i
called "Chiefy" but Wi llie would say: "I'm not a Red)nlm)%iian, call me Flight Sergeant". He was very fond of a |i
duty" in the evenings and he would get a bit merry atdg he would say "Calll me Willie" but if you did the next da

from him. For quite some time things up the desert had not beem goi

on towards Al ex at an alarming pace. Our I ntelligencee Off
I had in my wallet quite a considerable sum of mone)dei Etn nloltyesserhI 0tusl and acs rtrhieerde V\(arsitohnlnYe thre 0 glpa
ing what | should do about them. So | went to see thep)gquadron %d %an?d a\N%tnq ? Yﬁd Ihim ﬂ%i‘vdin?i’éhw?“iq% ?%ig
fdidn' ot I know it was an offence to bring money outfcdatfes$ he country . It was eventually decided that would
W|th_the money. I didn't dra.w .much pay when | was uplhé”lve d}éetshelrt (\(/:YnaOtrilo qund |t ckr%) a5Y \grlieneo ertwoh rgia&ieg(
credit I would buy more certificates. When | left the Beé R tb %8 %’c{;ngfat $ grto%%'d)s\{%?tf gliipwt fng |%|él t cheew rt

the Iine calling out names, of which I was one of stkhhetmo n w
Some evenings when not on duty we could go into Aleyxhao(fn tWhneW(ljthi bJeurStty arrtyWO Itarw%.ss' am |a tragoi gswalsn \}vastotoh
was not so good. We would | eave Alex about midnighttgan s%a?s tlienwgo arr]id tgeglfilfhna Way h]e roirverhag%”e%mlev%a

. . . burned. . .

to his bed so the trip was a mad dash in the darrivaisrlltarmaosusa case of "hang on tight". To all those a bit on the
but to anyone sober it was terrifying. I expected tHextruck to turn over many ti mes. I't was always policy to Kk
whenever the Australians were there having a rest fsarﬁo heda rsorlithadne”s'il'ge]% ro‘?alRlo¥nmEP°§ [Qﬁkgo‘wa A&RAT & élg%
city, a lovely sea front on a nice bay. Plenty" of ooII ar?i %'IneAm%?'nei-rq Navy Club" was open tg al l gervrcéJ
(bingo) was played there whilst you enjoyed a drinkldamtd % op prize was very high. I was told that i f you &eve
give you all the money at once; you would have been rmeigg ed soon as you got outside. I never had the pleasur e
me mber going to the Rialto cinema to see the film " )i\i’td@r tIWeU stwa1lediﬁatteheofsOAnIgameWi ibl’l emat%edwad%w%” taai?ir
(fancy hearing someone singing about a w.hlte Chr i st maas 'ghtth tahe@%L&t%'m%%ag%rﬁ%%ratplﬂir u Wk n %3%@ 'ﬂeFP§)5h8 ﬁie)o»
sliding roof; this was closed when the film was about to start.



Most days a German reconnaissance aircraft came overt efflryoinngt haet tao pv eways gar egarta nhde ivgi hetw, olfe atvhien gB avya poofu rS alrlau m.s a We ntdl

as we didn't have any aircraft in Egypt that was ccalpeambhtee eo f-pWeesdecgh | Biagr dihaatarhee i gthdppuend ifloratt PAd urkii ghtt h®o me whee ree t nwe
stripped down of as much equipment as possibl e, | usbulsetaovp nign otnhee "dSepsietr"t witt hs eoenmee dg utnh e rteh ewaisd enao tb eai nlgi vtihnagti wtghueh 1
get abodaead" Jemrcye it down t ofiSpdhveh ilcohwewo ulledv etlr yo ft ot hseh oeattdbears k o wof @&gds | taswkrhedi ftwe wanted to buy. We wouddVdbart
more planes after that. and they were awful.
One day an open staff car drovenknthg tlidicampg.caVer wiemg had me xweé myw t bii glgt has weungpaodchbhed Tobr uk, |l could |l®weseodl
of the officers stodaetuaplTkhat t bt bhaeerf awdedphod du freamRc RarFslunken ships. There was a very |l arge German cemeterylher e
road through Derna. This road went across the Jebl dé&bar.
install ltalian settlers. They had built small h osugsnets ,t heac
On the evening of 23rd October 1942 something took peéacght hiay durhatvreu cnkesv ecgutf oirng otthhee nop eAt ajnuds tI  abeometmb2X 0 th ighavars
whole night sky was 1it up by the flashes of artillignni tanhst teoveowend woift hgang il enaoliedces. DEbesmbeoni nnted Hesernbd
| eutp . It was the start of the Battle of Al amein. When this battle was won and the 8th Army began to advance Wwe
formed of progress by our I ntelligence Officer.
The next day we had two passes to negotiate, Tocra amwdd Ba

they had quite a job getting round the very tight weends-
The 8th Army had now been making rapid advandiReawsndefldewmrtsafjongsovoheap i mingdevwmaydaiyr ouaf th'l azkd né wehrty stoheof t

away to be replaced by new |Iight Dblue planes. Theseawmreadlayj dstghdefewcgogmaves eawdt 8§i mphei orbdbbesesobser was hpspaet vat g
a day operational squadron. This mose Hafyieqibtigdam, qtuh ¢ & maaxyic hdidnfee eagnede dstdteadr U r séhioroa ri envgs at us. Il " m glad to say that d
be day intruders. But I '"'m pleased to say they all coped admirably.

We were now coming to Benghazi, guite a large city, S 0 me
We were then informed that a detachment of a few pl aennebsuiwadsi ntgos one rfeo rlvaargde uwp cttou rreesa ro ft hveu sfsroo nitn il iamed. tThhei $wypw adss
ghazi. | was again picked to be one of our sectionngertgeme wid dst heogdoand evewsuaThiynge trhatchwe needed rtsa rkagie pwet
all packed on to trucks with our kit . -dlahye toroerkv oayc rtohgedn. tsheat uMefsft ebriimne mpe stehe wa sy athd wimadh edt oo | wit ti mfsé maptdy tfhoewsre beghyg, si

so it could clearly be seen-aanhde nh ee ncearmye aoivrecrr aefvte rcya nmei gohvte.r

and Boxing NigheackAwaser puheapyyoaek Benghazi with searchli
When we reached where the Battle of Alamein had t akemdopfl ancieg hlt hfadg hrteevresr. sSvee nh aadn yotnhliyn gj ulsitk earirti viend atlHa tmyf ilredfite . e \

as far as | could see Mwhe debeibd ofvatwthr waat c 0 g-estmeads rheeitt hh eeuvpesraywtelsitn & r uc k .

burned out tanks, guns, crashed aircraft, a boot,umiiaonfl a, steel hel met s, socks, shirts, a bayonet, petrol tir

jumper, abandoned Italian tanks in perfect conditionhéesThere was everything imaginable for miles and miles. Whit

s ay ifiviignebse wa k& was policy not to go far from the road AlInrde ddye tcheemeet eweyr eata bAdluametihnr evea so fj wsutr rpdwnesft Fhaise dvatdde

crosses. The Military Police had a gruesome task: theyt drtds toandopdepgdr anfdobusyr téher ideald. sWee ewe roen aghaei ns ainnd . r iMogset
wood together in an oblong fashion and had then st-gattbac
petrol tins. At |l east it was a bed off the sand. ®Dhal Mgss

Our first night stop was EI Daba. There was a N.A. AWEwherkeryoubyat ke dr oadsriedre,mbtelt e sfeierisntg ofh ef opurro nbgest woefe n| aAd da mm
sl ept on the ground by our trucks and as this was eaodswupgdNded ttimeed t mgrod yerytciopsl ant éhel deseny Benghaght .thda g0 O

with battle dress. the only squadron so close to the front Iline. Our pHeayes
could find. I't must have been so very different fomr gdhte a
to us in a "Beau", the pilot being Flight Sergeant Ledwi
The next morning we | eft Daba behind and travelled onpagto0g ftdire ofpsa Sitn rtohaed .DoWee clahesed | Y ahde . airfield at Fuka
guite a |l ot of wrecked Iltalian aircraft. 't was rolumsinabout here that I saw a Sherman tank fire its gun, t he
seemed to roll over the desert for miles. The next ptace we got to was Mersa Matr um. Here there was another N

named " The Ship I nn" bought a nice new Schick razo.W trheemeemb elro ttsh aotf Wwd awd raeh Mdw S@atetrisngved er At0iwo M asd¢BS i NgmUSaT-Rins

I

camps. They seemed so glad that for them the fightingriviasn ox¥red .sdmetyi wed ewal dotsmal esnaotl wavPngyefsatmgaubdliarkde

were all silent and sullen. in the desert was very primitive. Toilets and washiamgd f a
when washed it was in petrol. There was much more oWwet hat

That night we stopped in the desert just before reacdfing Sidi Barrani . When | awoke the next morning there was

paraffin. It seemed a tin of the stuff on the tr urchk ewaCsp el@eoaxkiinngg Nailglhtniag hvte rayn dp ald wWsatSo rsnh etelpd wi gu p na rad pioto | r ®ifndd . v ¢

finish on my groundsheet to peel off, making the sheet" ptel esBr dldmbhasts was nbéf oviad eg ®trviodg addyt mof ebed"” . Tmeshfl o
the sun bakes the desert hard and when it does r atihilgesietr tc
becomes one huge |l ake. This storm made all operationdlby

On our third day trek we passed through Sidi Barr arih.e glohmes of! athe Wads]) hakt amahliceonddé d@@bilﬁz aujl@lgtalgb-u_ilding rem

came to anot heBul., A.tA.ilk. IwasatcaBueged " The Two Bear $&" .wilt_hhaavlel often Wondered about these N. F. )

the retreating and advancing of the warring ar mi eEBV|e:tver£'ﬁt&he V\Sleeraersno"\blfdu tlheyf W el aS tahneoI aII acels he0f I(I'It st 4Sc ighellgsratd

did the Germans run the places as their equivalent GfthaFQe Q. /? AWIJ—E‘en ”?‘nf/hé)?’olﬂusctoul%éi é)eth d €eP&LF thlEﬁ(Séyllh RAoWa?
t

each other's trucks and tanks, so perhaps they did a®e® same with these places, t oo. I was then on the Il ong ¢



some time with everyone wal king about it all became wegsy muddy indeed. After a couple of days the water had soa
got going again.

When not on night duty most mfp.ouxlreae\leynien/gasywereentsmeardt ah g

toes from the cookhouse cut into chips, slice of vmmargar

. . meal . Weg . ha n troubl e obtaining B & t)n IIWS bad frmdnde

New Year's Eve was celebrated by every gun on Be”gh‘”'ngg}f‘? gbé?étﬁfn&“' nIugr\/]vtahtletd \6\’% snm|ttl?1|engb(prJoel§)by% nGl adraky, ocnaer
ant ank gun. One day our Engineering Offlcer rode up on a

On 2nd January 1943 we had a real treat . We wer e alluettaak'e |nvyatCBhentghh'aSZ| aaﬁnndd p\/\}Jetth'an a'th'tnt0 ogm? he v&aosd'erbe'aelcelal
englneerln I't also had a shaftt dri |nstead of the

some time before we got another.

Chapter 6

One thing you had t o -peorosko nonuetl fnoirnewas Tlihteayl ivaenr ea nqtuii t e s ma

deadl y. Some chaps |l ost a foot when they tried to use thel
About the middle of January something took place that I didn't under st and. We were ordered to pack everylhing
return to base at | dku. I would have thought it woukd have been better for the rest of the squadron to have on
go forward as the 8th Army advanced. | just did notcrsa¥ enhd otgPing ddft Ygdifnd hBa @ t &£ LiOPNSHEWE ¥ & K Wé’“éldartta@”@eé'ﬁ l
Cyrenaica, Libya and back into Egypt. This again tooke®VLTfiSBENdayd. WRAFe AAYRVEY | 8§€ai De8ObPHTpultt fWRS sBimee rle@Shon
|l ayed and when we got to the road that went inland talk- way we had come we took that road but, unknown to us, t h
en the coast road. So, for two days we were on our own. We had no food with us but luckily we came wupon Ar my
ter explaining our plight to the Sergeant in charge I\MENVQ/'elr%tgfU@hetbﬁ,tQﬁggﬁ,seTBvéPV‘efh’h@gspaﬂ‘ﬁ@h?e&ﬁObgngécﬁd‘kgﬁd
we again reached the coast road before Tobruk we met u®fwiTh vRIeRHVELS AMYG Shewe LA T HEaSEAR Werfdklce RsP@OQ
noticed we had now got some new black Beaus, so we agaVAaSPetdutReBetbOL nFYR{vYrdgHhttheywpter bowser would wgaeto

as never wasted.
We had only been back at | dku about three weeks whentd was again picked to o on another detachment, this i
desert to aApimade a@ml AedsBuip just before reaching TebROK. O%otB?fu\W/étﬁleHP ég‘giﬁté‘éﬂé’gs hage aqg Gseerrn}an Tpﬂénoeatsea%
February 1943. This time, as night fighters, we htabBeeqauid'ekK 'angsuoc'bets'%'Sraﬁ"ea%‘?oh'ﬁ%yTﬁbrbR?tm@é’ltl)9 Itre?ladaYntg’lprngt
guns. cheers. It was flown round a few ti mes unfortunanel y

came to rest So that put an end to any more work on aitt .

and | was surprised to see the name "Dunlop" on its tyres.
On 15th February 1943 | had now been in the R.A.F. two years.

I must say that this time in the desert was not toowebeaad.
This time we were not the only unit on the station.r @b%e%ey we&ieSWa&!iYousWhitlhSelr Wiena % & B39ntgh eF ©s pvejntd j dihyi eopngdar vagng @meys Rk
unit so every time we needed full replacement bottles wWerbibi Adte®have to go any distance.
| had with me in the instrument section a nice chamyacbPpbfaVaphip| CEELAHE. SWOEHHINGgnaPoOuy WaE| desFétneAODY I dhaF:
ness between any of the ground crews of any of the waaaCdlesd afheh Gt m@h%h'drﬂm%ﬂ'w%g al ¥l 713y 3ol m%%yt'h%ngméof&yeam
fire we became firemen too. | recall one night | wad to%h%%ecyme\/\ﬂee cboyul'”@la”se(edeascerotssl't'h'eesd)esewhte”a tiheen (Kh@gnssejend wogng
der. When we got there it was a generator on fire.nstoks%¥ad! wer®l hudaibutnhales ehb8 @hEcyalbedagdy tonhder Lopbeyne dp
water coming out of the hoses it all ran out of the bof®HBmSo Prtﬁéef‘aﬁﬁ}’SWh§f"n gygEyyhere. | remember holdmpg m

fingers. Eating and drinking was a bit of a probl em. Ever
American pilots always amazed me. They never seemed to get things right. They had been warned not to y oV
but they did and all the guns there opened up on t hleimghla® stol, MeyrleNn tohyrs [HAied Recsh Medndd eV Si P VieH e t d'd €1l (TR &Y h§|dW§o|86\!
Not the Yanks. They |l anded against the |light. However they could see | don't know.

Chapter 7

One day we saw many American B 14 Liberators fly over from 'Gambut on their way to bomb the oil fields at Pl oes
What a truly great effort that was, such a great distance to go and the chance of survival practically nil.

On 4th June 1943 | was promoted to Corporal. I woul deliKke

desert and, of course, it was another rise in pay. tlowwas
As there were many units heuneiti tf owoatsb ajluls tmdtdhceh ersii gdreit.rr i fDlgEreosu nbfgeabnt ikisymeet eirt | I now had to pay I ncome Tax. They ceoritnagi n|
Wil lie Nicholnmad aScroeaal Coomtngalflrom a footballing familyhe mR. AafF.her taught me to use both feet when playing. I
al ways got in our squadron team as no one else wanteddt o, or could not, play on the |l eft of the forward I|ine.
team and won many games. The only trouble was our bobltg; we didn't have proper boots so we had to use our issue

the best of footwear for the game. At Il east | had the Abhotuheofi ghayhnggi ioNotthle Afuiadaomad now finished. | thin]
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On 16th August 1943 we |l eft St JeaaZsagt a nr eetgwrpn twoa sl dkhie wh

0O July 1943 the invasion of Sicily started. had been in Palestine for just over two mont hs.
evening a Hurricane crashed into the | ake onstarpepean[%h Ir,ngsitdhee o.lfastthefervt\)/a@on'fPsfplfpplgcf'BO\}ehre oanuiatdsrObnacwkass.oont h%
upside down in about three feet of water. The caa ryouvxr/]adstshtei I'ISlcaInod OJ aCOdS'trt]eryp')inlg?Qtt.o gstO@egrhiengeﬁimgdp%snsl\(/.ag
I on I't was uite a job to et him out Soma ibf welg II%\Sts et C'r?'t e { r%:g;nmgﬂgegvee{\g PE ReV el 4 Wretle onvlge
' q J 9 ' {Rat Sllot Ot filcer Legwidge won 'the"B EYcM®and Ellgﬂ]t Ser
iag tqu:(let(eoskl.ot of dlffere.nt planes dropping in tddobne 1r<?ﬁfhueNlo| eedmbaer}d?_s%ell%vuceyvdﬁ.s IagraeereerPera E}jnet%tzc ml}amthc%eltltt%?
pit as the engines were run up and Huwdolnsl ooked ou |.CO&I See e. wrngs a#]g|nlg nog e fi me
in to be refuelled -'ﬁlhéyowereralsheldombe.dlckplandjhevr\{erfea/blessn%g r?srvlea%rstev)s(/olrg%qe)znlnes of ~am afd ol t t owe
’ eé3 a train at Al ex, Rot coaches but covered truckshwiotkkhuls
through Palestine and into the Lebanon We passed Beeoitrout,
2t h June 1943 | was again on a detachment thats]a@?t|&EuW?8raa_'o??'n%lr %ri'rél?glgylﬁu%tarl%' .Iltt a]rgknuhgeiyé
h of Haifa, close by the old crusader port of hArayreeRVﬁrt a\l/vnads QYT onOL{ronebye S ePaclaetst'ql‘ln ppo nih b'ed 't &% oserP
Egypt and a |l ot less flies. I remember we hadalg/dJi,tﬁreosospetrhaetI innaWianecsaenrcteIIe a é:a(l). W@t fyt(lglr 5&!195 5S%SF| {
morning and after al/l day on the move we arrivedghﬁﬁtt B%aesrsqw%cbka OMyeG k" |WiYe membledrkuseelng mel ons growing on the
l ept by our trucks at Ramleh and in the morning | heard the Faithful being called to prayer from a minar ¢
ugh the countryside we were able to pick oranges f\r/vgmsfagsirgggng{n% ttrr%%ss'it camp in Haifa for a night amd-i:t
chani c. I had started to read some cycling magazine§ct'othat
eans was a good station. We were in wooden bllledWh(\)/w 'hYQ/der'annd%%l,habrﬂ’n\gl‘aqrbq/vosn'c}/olu WcaosulsdO vaeyr’y grategud }%é"
er concrete runways and perimeter roads. if he could ha e.a I o k..He was ycI+os=ﬁeaobec Hinsg

He was a very good racing cyclist. I passed those books t

1943.
on these 29 detachments we always hoped that a certain cook would be with wus, he always made our meals so
"t just dished up; he always seemed to be abletogiv_e us just that little bit extra.

uring the Chrlstmas period we were able to get to see Ge
not on duty in the afternoons we would go swi mmi seasi de V|Ilage called Nanaryya. We had a Ilittle
everywhere with us. He was white with a black ﬁmo(fh aspott "@ It ha8: what he was and he loved to ride on a
ing to be l|lifted up onto the truck when we went tsdwi mmi ng but we could not get him to go in the sea. As soo0
k he would hide some place and only come out agamen- when it was time to go back to the camp. When not on dut
s we would go to Nanaryya for a drink. | wasn'ty we®@y 4keln)JaRupae¥r 1944 Wead nN& ebraddmd yn: lae ffte w dokfu thdp s@an plylee med
got me back to the camp and put me to bed. | wlaepneeadd atngaitn oub |Gt h wWa rnwcely el %44 et o od NoOitshiar tpaiirffai,elad pats aRsamat
t Carmel. On the corners of some streets a man Wwhdthr Qus nRemigh gl hswas. aWg & aldartgvo ppillaen ecSf Cofraasnig edsn wloaun dii dit a
eze out the juice whenever someone wanted to buyeab-wWrirnedk 0OWwWlo. you always got a nice fresh drink. I bought a
Street and | still have it to this day. I also had some photographs taken to send back home.

One day our C. O. gave me a truck with a driver and tnodl d 1
ough we were not very busy at night as we were sNpwhtehageghkrwe tWweawelkleedtalll daytamgunrnd iBal egstriamd| esclombliagyg
ever | was on night duty, being a Corporal, | Igatdhleoo ftlayk eb angyk ttwor nl dakiu B edirng hee.mc. Ve il fdh Rag@taPhvasd Aamat 1 @é
ice Book too for all the work carried out, | owhougkt ait about time | tried to |earn a bit about other trad
of the workings of the Hercules engine but theyeawwas one trade it was impossible to penetrate. That was r af
ed shop. Of course, we all had some idea how it amdrik ed@s dwhelnm Jan0 Udn gSitndey hhaed' €a nt hodit] Ic hWaansg el Mtfhoer mpejdd tohjaw e g swe

e metal was found then that engine was U/S and aha®Ww ¢hlgieef aadany Beomotiend. They wakeqhetB® ACHLIY FbewPwkl
ed off an engine, as did the Electricians, so n#det htaddéoan@émaskedhdséepadtuseshnh@®@nehamdt He WASgiad eF ittOt ePrassrsg otth ¢
ole day working flat out to complete the changeeedOr eFiPtaYerfsOrwolrhkee™ very hard, then the engine was tested
instruments were working.

On 6th June 1944 we heard of the invasion of Europe. I do
morning on the way to work our truck had just gnowysa onto the airfield when a Hurricane came in the | and. It
muddy grass and flipped over on its back. The wredrot was wupside down but not hurt. We piled off the truck
plane and |ifted it up enough for the pilot wisegetnRdiatC- @noPRetNerdshaghmgnt gwags SWagdgomadtprded. Hid agaps Sjty
the crew survived | do not know. There was an Austh&IGAanr ©otmpleirMeyndrnt lonwotud & de€atiNoA @8NP €heSeifkecks meega

s off the back of a truck -buhbhad @ifdintt ®Rhowowthsae¢, they were not pri med



It was on 20th July 1944 that | was given four daysrddésa,ve to be spent at a Jewish Kibbutz at Ramat David. I was
George Cook and Frank White. It was a complete rest. ¢€ jus,t, lazed bout al ay.long, eating grapes and sl eep.i.
returned to camp and on 4th October 1944 we |l eft St imwgfa{]rés 8sz§r§]d raé/t&rga#godwtag }}'d 'u.Dq' islt?(r)nen(\)/vte rh%rgergbeeern &Y Pa%le%
mont hs.
Chapter 9
On 6th November 1944 we were told the sad news that the squadron was disbanding, some returning to England bu
ground crews yvho still hgd overseas time to compleugateN.relspOots edMqt}(/) ilgfigr?ntwggltpsq%%erdeatlloy 2t1hé)u%5hrtOlEBatatthlA?
felt at the time (and still do all these years af,thaer )Sq at, Wit h A?\ t_he ex.l.perlence € ali rews a{nd ground crew
ron could have done noble service i f we had given ouregsu HOrQ' toltrrhaezad nh:?nnes)§lb A(\jramX/ aIIW%.ﬁe wa‘k {]hrooliljtgholft
. . 2°5g'd P 't 0 OND" 1698 "ad "t g ost™af cai'foVWest °Y9 " now

loss to be split up from so many good chaps and frlendf. X .

or, on 2nd July 1945, I was posted again, this

to go and wait in my tent and would be called w
So, on 10th November 1944 |1 I|left I dku for the | astegd.i mEhaendC?maDve'IPeoce{%eR.lA.Vl\—’aslscmalIlyead'bylthvgabttieezd Chrﬁ]altgﬁé 1

On 24t h May 1945 | boarded a DC3 Dakota and we |l eft Gairo
|l smailya wasarastatgenpweéth | arge brick built barrabkentbdblekst andheeranciasal Thuisl ?vasgal gobvémeafmeat ahdtt @mtelcl-ha
with W A.A.F. personnel . |l smailya was an F. T. S. (Flyiend ohr aviheiremg t Beh Colr)por @8heiea wébdnanegbahgd besgaawaanhidng hmyeal
main instrument section. The Sergeant in charge was tdédusee cttoi ogno. home so he was very pleased to see me. One of th
section | saw was "Tinker" Bell, whom I had been witai mt Halton on a Group | course in 1941. I was pleased t ha:
on the flights. Here there were Spitfires, Hurricanes, Harvards and a very nice plane, the Mustang.

E I Adem was an old airfield, wel/l used by both sindafs rfi a

or stone buildings and real tarmac runways and per innrebt ek
Al'l this was so very different to squadron |ife. Heedi ¢ Isueit Iddiidnngst. get to know the pilots very wel/l. You started v
ti mes, no night duty, meal s at set ti mes, not | ike on an operational squadron where people came in the cookhous

I had to do night duty c¢crew again and it came roundatse me
There were |l ots of Italian P.O.Ws on the camp. I suppeodeni ngey nr aal lay |l wernenesobfptheomarwys aady ninghé fhHhow tebwelisah
side. There were two of them in the instrument secti emboanbkrtshey idihd etrisei rntrworslpoversy Ealglli shhaind Mame $ cwar edVdo k
I'talians were very good at making cigarette |ighters ougygl popésbbipbané metwabr saw was the Stirling~ it was such a |
I was now in a Nissen hut with the rest of the "babhber ®tak@ndgbkbacbnhnighaddatyogng Naababowtt @.Bdakn amt ethet ear b iyl
and returnjost hagedeyal "dogsbody". I suppose they wefrreonyglGadi rtoo weaasr na bao ufte w op ilaasntda s .1 tWhwans |b rhoaudg hat n yt os poaurr @ pdsiosnpeel
when | was up in the desert I was carving bits of woldidn itnhe dao oWewalyi nwgatso n" CouormbGerra,c i vei"n gasnpda nt hcef fd lr su ©Awlyr .dasd nsi hnaadt ei
pegged together so it was easily dismantled for packiuhdesawaygt K©OnkbadaffopouGr boiyesBivel s sf mochet hpt amemand bempaete
he have it "please", so | gave it to him but on t haenvwaayheo utte romi mcalmpb uinl dihreg efvemi agmeabhl , Analls i w&r e ngle aar cnhi ecde.e wQefs
found, the SPs brought him back to me to verify his stbogtdedwhihb pfFaneuaséd obfHidt Poent | widt waast fevghtantdhankd)
On my first day parade at I smailya we were al/l I i nerdd 8Spo, met haef t arnpeoanrst sweb enviorud dp agiod sfwii rmanti .ngA i mamédhewdharbalulredff Feol
he went for his pay I t hought , " know that chap". Wewawas tahne iwrsetcrkuente nghirpesp.ai Thee moot asgle othaemu [l a rmewa sh i tmhkdt nl wiaddei
recognised each other. We had be&h! alle Scdveldl oifdAanyttiongeek heRebhet ieettgesbodtr l®wassfull of half sunken ships of al
was spent organising and rehearsing for a camp concert called "Spring Parade", a good show, too.

The instrument section also had an adjoining photographic
One day a new Corporal arrived in the section straightsomé¢ $veoym gogbbahddsHiwver kamg Wwas mMmet hwmeWiwlalsi wergnd oloids ahlto
Br omwi c h. He also had a gir!l friend who Ilived close td®Pomy KKameo Wesbechime game WwWwas edamskeyWwe bHiug hh o me cwvaanse dNehl bseot
when | |l eft I smailya | let Arthur have it as he was powhsdatvevet heg&bad WwWasker.
here was a very |l arge Army camp adjoining the RAF statinow. hbd wasreatl BROMoa@Panly aRdutiitnea®r deres)e wvehrayt ctavresed w
football games with some real professional players. Threy®enevewaes Ad allsll eds taocmdt HMau I d ettty odr eve erdcso mJ na rt de dt, h eHrueg hlie ez sMceldahr
ounty, a chap from Southampton and one from Arsenal. Ustqoeswaensowsptayiwhgr éoweowereeonidnffernemnt datetu Thay

I was entitled to wear the clasp to my Africa Star for my
Some Sunday mornings early, around six o'clock, I woulld go out of camp by the back gate. The SPs must have thou
would walk along the road by the Suez Canal to the ne©Oh R6AhFNostmbéeonlad5Emy Fhamhanwadhenet he woROsl feomj otyr s®pnen

fr
to

iend from 46 Squadron would be racing. Gill Tayl or kwtatsatn omy ac omesmbre rJ aocfk thhaed Baurcrkisvheede sVéhfeeellye rhso naen df riotm cha vse swes va
0.
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iron stoves at each end. Each hut had a ration of cteiarledsc

Chapter 10

ning of 10th December 1945 | was taken byeytoraugcdk IWIrtehmembfeer WhtehneI IWaodkse up tdher'mcgltlthheeadn'ngehar bTO uStofvoe
e Canal Zone. I must say that | enjoyed myertei me at EI Adem. Although all/l hostilities had now come to
aircraft passing through and it was very 'ntl\ForweSthatg hOSk||ngt i0aNg thhaedd|fnflesrheen01 ttryeprees'really was nA &F mu c
This was the first time | had worked with women.
at Kasfreet 21PTC on 12t h December. Every day there we would parade on the square waiting for our na
a tlpket for a berth on a boat "back t o Hnyb a,é]rd'trllzé/etné[uasllldgI?fdltthgea;[irafihtellc e\&era%ndal%?onut Oth [%[ehcw% bte
rt Said and there | boarded the S. S. Asccedmmalra a.5|n% eI ynne I?d s hi o t £ unarB Lne
ily ihspeéction an sOmet I mes n Aehr i ngus aaMouId
away from Egypt on the way home. | had been aabroad 0T three years and .ten months_.
ey was diversion dr ome it was always open hen ot her
eached Malta on 24th December and anchored | nhaGJatnod rHeaardbO[ﬁdOs Vvaelreyttcaa'relfnultl,hye e%\/eerrg|ra% w%elcg[]t?e_l\(l Iahgs
the South of France, but the Med now got very 60&1gh so~. Christmas’ Day ,wasn':t a VeI éleasan one,. . [
Toulon and were then taken to a transit camwaon trhe rrlayc Ccooruprosreal For” a’ day.  This du ¥ tarted bpomwdit
p|ng sinctk Tawd “°n'd Pt ake the list to the M. O. ( Medi csaekeh ®f f |
N. A. A. F. 1. was <clear of personnel after |l unch. Thern bbheaec k
Il eted in old bell tents, there were duckbogpggrg{/ngvv\\/ﬁér?nd I’tl(?ke ch\)/r\;{Vg éé]emuségflndgrﬁéi ééllgg)oﬁntdhéaé(ve(
. : agarn t o ee | was _a ocke up é.r t he ni ht. | utrfseln
were taken to the railway station and gotn as ~a rai n, Wi&l(t?h s to ‘(%ke us o] |Fgge e _onl | ght
. woul d pr.ocee o} e €00 ouse to coO t . a I X1I.€e a‘cmé{. q
ne |lamps in each compartment and they gavetas akn extr’a bl anket to trsy t o kedep Wdarm.. On" t he our n |
. . . ac now t% c IIe t t he t.%r}]dq:r arh h0|.ﬁt it aialnallrayé/ar
on so that we could have a meal. Field kwtlhshens wer.e y he racks V\H renc cl vi ians s®ervin us
. . . did a bit of cycling on that duty.
shlalvevery primitive.
we stopped lots of the | ocal people would gaWhheernervc(flﬂn £ heen); Ioov?ekef\uthseo arhirsfe'rea{l?dl_etO?ns?erhva{lcfe stthaervl‘?lﬁbqerTaﬁ
for anything we could give to them espeC|aIV\fey V\f)oluandkeatlswaoyrs it%'ms "o%" Ao rheienng I gh rom the con el t
' fi'’el ds t o Rhosneigr and b an ice cream or cold drink.
at Dieppe .and were"taken to a tra"n3|t campO OrdﬁtyheannolNghhet acnhdaphegrrer'{v{/]eedh?dn ?h(e:h-orsr%%%m%%.g&i?@%%hm’é‘g@%e
boarded a ship, the Il sle of Thanet ", and oseet% al for gw a\/N%n. n € Wa¥ we T eac aq( a t? eq/ram (
at home know that we had arrived back in glanadme friends enever we go a long weekend eave pas
husband was away in the Merchant Navy. She would let wus F
pick mushrooms and | know that they stildl grow t her ehet o
rrived at Newhaven at about 10 o'clock anfdas% I 8ndq® V\}?as Bjoudedean% t(ﬁfhiaf_el Ia'[st lWeh pUbI thefre..tl rgergb%npaedr%t
cold. A train was waiting there for us andn evegr0 ad; Wsar% %n o?li]l'iRa hgwgpggy P "Ph terragldn ego?b k
e afternoon we arrived at R. A. F. Hornchurcdhe&nTyhat evenlnagnc\/\?e % d 0arnoptehreraprealavcfehral sntqenﬁaas 4" % n% r r'lﬂnﬁ |
d kit and collected what pay was due to gm\n(lanfmnk I picked up about A60 and | had A250 in Savings
rant and were then sent home on six weekshl aave, to be informed | ater as to just where posted. I reil
on seeing el sanuly woowean in sk herorass A3 S TR R Ubrybhe Wbyt ppbe e e kB 02Y ok R 10 Gl
9 Y " we left "Valley andarrived % Re 2RO ME "Bul I ", FWeAmF
bley Stadium. There we chose -sblmiepels'lullnaan«tlatgeeengtalhlo
' : c,oat We t hen p.icked up Y u t.o a (Efl
back home at about 10 o'clock at night swsasl %&9 €19 see unth|l ne% tY Pmod MY S h'e® f
e my cousin Jack had come back safely. ubley Stad um carrying ala:r:ayrapgeo uIbdoxtetllle uh/vadhj ussttr
box. We then got a train to Brum" and there | sald goodb
I must say that | enjoyed my stay at Valley. I't wad a nic
I had 13 weeks |l eave with pay and | took alWwdreonjgcoyedtevarl
arrived whilst | was on leave. | was tosetehfedCtt Urd N@. AemelVv@&ryey So| eRd@dndYi Red fusSewWNeérCcE& Q&I ROEPUNa
New Street railway station. He informed me that it was on the |Isle of Anglesey near to Holyhead.

, | arrived at Valley railway station, tha&aed IQSNTS 2¢tF2|JPn ary 1946 and would you know it, it was |
I l eft my kit at the guardroom and pickedl i p IaSe . I e-Iorted to the Orderly Room at HQ. I was

i
first to go to the Stores and get a cycle. hYasu certainly needed one to get around the camp. I was in a



On 22nd September 1994, my 73rd birthday, thanks to my niece Sheil a, Il was invited back to R.A.F Valley and es
station by C.R.O. John Phillips. A truly memorable day. I have attended two 46 Squadron reunions and met a few
have also seen the colours of 46 Squadron hanginggtmr c@Hilchester Cathedral. I have also visited the site of the
in Shropshire.



