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The Operational Record Book  

 
 

No 46 (Uganda) Squadron Royal Air Force 

 

September 1st 1939 to the end of the Battle of Britain. 
 

No 46 Squadron was first formed on the 19th of April 1916 at Wyton and was disbanded on the 

31st of December 1919. "B" Flight of No 17 Squadron was re-numbered to No 46 Squadron on the 

3rd of September 1936 an expanded to a full Squadron.  

The Squadron was issued with its first 4 cannon armed Hurricane I ((V7360) PO B)  

and on the 5th of September 1940 

 

The page covers the period when they were based at RAF Digby, Lincolnshire in the early part of 

the war when they were mainly engages on patrolling the Humber Estuary and Coastal shipping. 

The campaign in Norway and the return to reform at Digby before moving to Stapleford Tawney, 

RAF North Weald, into the thick of the Battle of Britain 

 

September 1939 
 

1/9/39  Digby 1/9/39 The Squadron was ordered to mobilise 

P/O AYERST and P/O HARDACRE arrived on posting from No. 73 Squadron. Local flying 

training carried out. 

2/9/39 The Squadron was accommodated under canvas while on duty by the aircraft.  

Local flying training carried out. 

3/9/39 1100 Hours War was declared on Germany 

The Squadron was commanded by SQUADRON LEADER P.R. BARWELL and consisted of 20 

officers 6 airmen pilots and 121 other ranks. 

The Squadron was equipped with 21 Hawker Hurricane Single Seater Fighter Aircraft. 

Two air raid warnings were sounded during the night and “A” flight was ordered into the air. 

Aerodrome defence posts were fully manned. The “All Clear” signal was sounded in each case 

without any attacks being carried out. 

P/O HARDACRE was posted to No. 504 SQUADRON. Local flying training carried out 

4/9/39 One airman pilot arrived on posting. Local flying training carried out by day and by night. 

5/9/39 Local flying training carried out by day. 

6/9/39 Local flying training carried out by day. 

7/9/39 F/O H.R. HAMILTON was posted to No. 611 Squadron. Local flying training carried out 

by day. 

8/9/39 P/O AYERST was posted to No. 73 Squadron. One airman pilot arrived on posting. Local 

flying training carried out by day. 

9/9/39 Local flying training carried out by day. 
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10/9/39 Local flying training carried out by day. 

11/9/39 Local flying training carried out by day. 

12/9/39 Local flying training carried out by day and a little by night. 

13/9/39 One airman pilot arrived on posting Local flying training carried out was nil. 

14/9/39 The Squadron affiliated with No. 144 Squadron. Both flights took advantage of gaining 

considerable valuable experience in attacking various formations. F/O M.C.F. MEE was posted to 

No. 610 Squadron. 

15/9/40 Local flying training carried out by night. 

16/9/40 “A” Flight affiliated with No. 144 Squadron and gained further experience in attacking 

various formations. Two airman pilots were posted to No. 504 Squadron One airman pilot was 

posted to No. 611 Squadron Local flying training carried out at night. 

17/9/39 Local flying training carried out by day and by night. 

18/9/39 “B” Flight affiliated with No. 61 Squadron and carried out attacks on various formations. 

Local flying training carried out by night. 

19/9/39 “B” Flight affiliated with No. 61 Squadron and gained further experience  

in the methods of attack. Local flying training carried out by night. 

20/9/39 Local flying training carried out by night and a little by day. 

21/9/39 Local flying training carried out by day and by night. 

22/9/39 Local flying training carried out by day and by night. 

23/9/39 Local flying training carried out by night. 

24/9/39 Local flying training carried out by day and by night. 

25/9/39 The Squadron affiliated with No. 144 Squadron and made several attacks on various 

formations. Local flying training carried out at night. 

26/9/39 Local flying training carried out by day. The Squadron co-operated with the ground 

defences by night. Extensive use was made of the searchlights. 

27/9/39 Local flying training carried out by day and by night. Practice interceptions and attacks 

were carried out by night on an aircraft supplied by No. 213 Squadron. Co-operation was also 

carried out with the OBSERVER CORPS and the SEARCHLIGHT BATTERIES. 

28/9/39 Local flying training carried out by day. 

29/9/39 Local flying training carried out by day and by night. Further practice interceptions and 

attacks were carried out at night. 

30/9/39 Local flying training carried out by night. Practice interceptions and attacks were again 

carried out by night with the co-operation of the OBSERVER CORPS and the SEARCHLIGHT 

BATTERIES.  

The Squadron now consisted of 16 officers 6 airman pilots and 154 other ranks. 

 

October 1939 
 

1/10/39 A/P/O JOHNSON was posted to No.1 PILOTS POOL The Squadron consisted of  

15 officers 6 airman pilots and 151 other ranks. 

Local flying training carried out by night and interceptions and attacks were practiced on an 

aircraft supplied by No. 213 Squadron with the assistance of the SEARCHLIGHT BATTERIES. 

2/10/39 Local flying training carried out by day. 
3/10/39 Local flying training carried out by day and by night. Interceptions and attacks were again 

carried out on an aircraft supplied by No. 213 Squadron. 

4/10/39 Local flying training carried out by day and by night. Further training carried out in 

interceptions and attacks. 

5/10/39 Local flying training carried out by night. The Squadron co-operated with 

SEARCHLIGHT BATTERIES. 
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6/10/39 Squadron was warned that it may have to proceed overseas to FRANCE. No local flying 

was carried out. 

8/10/39 P/O R.W. GOSSE arrived on posting as Squadron Adjutant vice F/O W.T. SCOTT. No 

local flying was carried out. 

9/10/39 Local flying training carried out by day. 

10/10/39 Local flying training carried out by day. 

13/10/39 “A” Flight was ordered to proceed to a forward aerodrome on the EAST COAST of the 

sector. Led by Sq/Ldr P.R. BARWELL, the flight proceeded to NORTH COATES aerodrome and 

operated from there on the protection of CONVOYS at sea. 

14/10/39 The Squadron carried out air-firing practice at SUTTON BRIDGE and gained experience 

in the different technique of handling the aircraft with the guns in action. 

15/10/39 The Squadron was ordered to proceed to a forward aerodrome on the EAST COAST of 

the sector. The Squadron proceeded to NORTH COATES aerodrome for the protection of 

CONVOYS. No patrols were carried out so the Squadron returned to DIGBY. 

16/10/39 Local flying training carried out. 

17/10/39 The Squadron proceeded to NORTH COATES for the protection of CONVOYS; and 

was ordered on patrol. During the course of this patrol, the Squadron was fired on by the Naval 

A.A. guns. Though the fix was uncomfortably close, no casualties were sustained. No enemy 

aircraft were sighted so the squadron returned to its home base. 

18/10/39 Local flying training was carried out. 

19/10/39 A section of three aircraft from “A” Flight carried out a practice low-flying attack on an 

out-station for the purpose of testing the ground defences. 

20/10/39 Local flying training was carried out by day and by night. 

 

FIRST ENGAGEMENT WITH THE ENEMY 

 

21/10/39 The Squadron was ordered to NORTH COATES FITTES, and at about 1415  

hours “A” Flight was ordered on patrol. This flight consisted of the following  

pilots:- 

Red Section            (1) S/LDR P.R. BARWELL 

                (2) P/O P.J. FROST 

           (3) F/Sgt E. SHACKLEY 

                 

Yellow Section         (1) P/O R.M.J. COWLES 

                                     (2) P/O R.P. PLUMMER 

                                     (3) P/O P.W. LEFEVRE 

  

The flight was controlled by radio telephony from the operations room at DIGBY, assisted by an 

R/T tender situated at NORTH COATES. After various patrolling positions had been given, the 

Flight was in position over SPURN HEAD at 5000 feet at about 1450 hours. At about 1455 hours 

an order was received, “Twelve enemy float planes approaching convoy from the SOUTH EAST 

at 1000 feet. Intercept.” The convoy at this time was about 5 miles EAST of SPURN HEAD and it 

was in sight. S/LDR BARWELL immediately led the Flight to the EAST of the CONVOY, at full 
speed, decreasing height to 2000 feet. On arriving in this position, he ordered the aircraft into 

search formation and very shortly afterwards, he was told by R/T by one of the pilots that an 

aircraft could be seen on the port beam. Just after this S/LDR BARWELL saw a formation of 

aircraft approaching from the E.S.E., at about 4000 feet. At this time they were about four miles 

from “A” Flight and just after they had been seen they were fired at by anti-aircraft fire. The 

enemy formation then did a right hand turn and proceeded to fly away from “A” Flight, who 

turned towards them and gained height. No difficulty was experienced in catching the enemy 

aircraft and the Flight managed to get into position slightly above them, with the sun almost 
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behind.   By this time S/LDR BARWELL had ordered the formation into “Aircraft astern”, and on 

approaching he gave instructions for a No. 5 attack. He attacked the left hand aircraft of the 

formation telling the other pilots to pick their targets, in order, from the left. The enemy formation 

was ragged and unevenly spaced; there were eight or nine aircraft. 

     As “A” Flight proceeded to attack from above, the markings on the upper surfaces of the 

enemy’s main planes could be clearly seen. They consisted of a black cross on a white 

background. The SQUADRON LEADER opened fire on his target at 400 yards. His rate of 

approach was rather high, and as one of the enemy aircraft was rather far behind his own formation 

and almost abreast of the SQUADRON LEADER, the latter did not throttle back. He broke away 

under the tail of his target at a distance of about 30 yards from it, having seen flames from the 

starboard engine. After breaking away he turned back and saw this aircraft diving to the water, 

where the pilot apparently tried to alight. Just after he touched the water, the starboard wing folded 

back. RED 2, PILOT OFFICER P.J. FROST, had attacked the aircraft which was almost abreast of 

the SQUADRON LEADER during his attack. He saw flames from the port engine of this aircraft 

and watched it crash into the water. 

……RED 3, FLIGHT SERGEANT E. SHACKLEY, apparently attacked the same aircraft as Red 

2, due to the enemy aircraft changing formation during attack. After the main attack, the enemy 

formation broke up and just after seeing his target crash onto the water, the SQUADRON 

LEADER noticed one of the enemy aircraft diving in a southerly direction. He followed it and 

fired the remainder of his ammunition, which was about one-third of his full amount, from a range 

of about 300 yards. The aircraft continued to fly and it was then attacked by three other 

Hurricanes, piloted by PILOT OFFICER R.M.J. COWLES, FLIGHT SERGEANT E. 

SHACKLEY, PILOT OFFICER R.P. PLUMMER. 

          The SQUADRON LEADER watched them attack and it appeared that they were firing from 

rather long range, so he called up on the R/T and told the last aircraft that he saw attacking to get 

closer. This he did, and after a repeated attack he saw the enemy aircraft crash and turn upside 

down in the water. This was PILOT OFFICER R.P. PLUMMER. 

          After the main attack, PILOT OFFICER P.J. FROST and PILOT OFFICER P.W. LEFEVRE 

followed and attacked one of the enemy aircraft which tried to evade them by flying in and out of 

cloud. After chasing him for some time and carrying out repeated attacks, the enemy aircraft came 

to the end of his friendly cloud-layer, when, after a final attack, he was seen to alight on the water, 

apparently intact, but with both engines stopped. 

          The enemy aircraft were first sighted at about 1502 hours, when they were approximately 25 

miles due EAST of SPURN HEAD. The main engagement took place between 1506 and 1508 

hours, about 30 to 35 miles EAST of WITHERNSEA. 

          The formation flew back towards the coast and was ordered to return to DIGBY to re-fuel 

and re-arm. On the way, the whole formation re-formed and the two sections arrived intact over 

DIGBY at about 1535 hours. 

           During the engagement very little return fire was noticed and it is thought that the initial 

attack was a surprise.  After landing, it was found that one aircraft had four bullet marks. Two had 

glanced off the leading edge of the port plane, making a slight dent; one had just missed the 

airscrew boss and had bent the cowling just behind the airscrew; the fourth had dented the fairing 

on the side of the fuselage. The under-fairing on one other aircraft had been grazed by a bullet. 
       The type of enemy aircraft was Heinkel 115, twin-engined float plane torpedo bomber. 

       [NOTE. Prisoners have been captured from some of these aircraft and the  

AIR MINISTRY have stated that not more than five of a formation which started as  

twelve, returned to GERMANY. The same formation had been attacked before our  

engagement, by SPITFIRES. 

  

23.10.39 The Squadron was ordered to its forward base at NORTH COATES at 1415 hours, but 

returned to DIGBY later in the afternoon, without having been on patrol. 
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24.10.39 Six aircraft carried out an affiliation with six aircraft from NO. 61 Squadron, stationed at 

HEMSWELL. 

25.10.39 The Squadron proceeded to NORTH COATES, but returned to DIGBY without any 

operational flying being carried out. 

27.10.39 The Squadron was ordered to NORTH COATES for the protection of convoys. While on 

patrol an enemy aircraft was sighted and engaged but owing to the very poor visibility it escaped. 

The Squadron returned to DIGBY the same evening. 

FLYING OFFICER M.C.F. MEE was posted to the Squadron from No. 610 Squadron. 

28.10.39 One section of “A” Flight was ordered to NORTH COATES but was recalled before 

arriving there. Otherwise no flying of any kind took place, 

 PILOT OFFICER R.A. McGOWAN was posted to No. 610 SQUADRON, WITTERING. 

29.10.39 The Squadron was ordered to its forward base and proceeded to NORTH COATES. It 

was not ordered to patrol and later in the day returned to DIGBY. 

30.10.39 “B” Flight proceeded to NORTH COATES, but returned to DIGBY without going on 

patrol. 

“A” Flight carried out night flying training. 

S/LDR K.B.B. ' Bing ' CROSS was posted from No.12 GROUP H.Q., to take over the leadership 

of the Squadron in place of S/LDR P.R. BARWELL posted to SUTTON BRIDGE as Station 

Commander. 

31.10.39 The Squadron proceeded to NORTH COATES but returned to DIGBY without 

patrolling. 

 

November 1939 
 

2.11.39 HIS MAJESTY, THE KING, with the CHIEF OF THE AIR STAFF, A.O.C. No. 12 

GROUP and others came to DIGBY at 10.00 hours and at 10.15 he inspected No. 46 

SQUADRON at their DISPERSAL POINT. The STATION COMMANDER presented S/LDR. 

BARWELL to HIS MAJESTY, and S/LDR. BARWELL in turn introduced S/LDR K.B.B. 

CROSS, the pilots and the Adjutant to THE KING, who shook hands with several of them. HIS 

MAJESTY spent nearly ten minutes with the SQUADRON and then moved to inspect other units, 

passing on the way MAINTAINANCE and H.Q. FLIGHTS who were drawn up near the hangar. 

While HIS MAJESTY was still on the Station the Squadron was ordered to its forward base at 

NORTH COATES. With the exception of RED Section the Squadron returned to DIGBY the same 

evening. 

HURRICANE AIRCRAFT No. L. 1813 was collected by a pilot from the Ferry Pool and flown 

away for service in FRANCE. 

 

King George VI visited Digby to complement the Squadron on the role they had  

played in protecting coastal shipping from enemy action 

 

3.11.39 RED Section returned from the forward base, otherwise no flying was carried out. 

5.11.39 Local flying training was carried out. 

6.11.39 The Squadron was ordered to the forward base and proceeded to NORTH COATES, 
returning at dusk to DIGBY without having been sent on patrol. 

7.11.39 The Squadron proceeded to NORTH COATES at 11.35 hours. “B” FLIGHT returned at 

15.00 hours but “A” FLIGHT was held up by bad weather for two hours before returning. No 

patrols were carried out. 

FLYING OFFICER I.R. GLEED was promoted to Acting Flight Lieutenant and posted to 

SUTTON BRIDGE. 

8.11.39 The Squadron was ordered to NORTH COATES. It returned to DIGBY at dusk.  
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There were no patrols. 

PILOT OFFICER A.E. JOHNSON was posted back to the Squadron. 

9.11.39 Local flying training was carried out during the day. 

10.11.39 The Squadron was ordered to its forward base at NORTH COATES. They returned in the 

late afternoon to DIGBY, not having been sent on patrol. 

12.11.39 The Squadron proceeded to NORTH COATES at 10.15 hours. No patrols were carried 

out and it returned to DIGBY at dusk. 

13.11.39 Local flying training was carried out. 

14.11.39 The Squadron was ordered to NORTH COATES. It returned to DIGBY at dusk.  

No patrols were carried out. 

15.11.39 No flying was carried out during the day. “B” FLIGHT carried out night flying training. 

The following Officers were promoted from PILOT OFFICER to FLYING OFFICER with effect 

from the dates stated: FLYING OFFICER R.M.J. COWLES (5.10.39), FLYING OFFICER J.W. 

LYDALL (8.10.39), FLYING OFFICER R.P. PLUMMER (15.10.39), FLYING OFFICER H.H. 

KNIGHT (27.10.39). 

16.11.39 The Squadron left for the forward base at NORTH COATES at 08.00 hours.  

No patrols were carried out. The weather deteriorated during the day and the Squadron remained at 

NORTH COATES for the night. 

17.11.39 The Squadron returned to DIGBY from the forward base soon after dawn.  

At 12.00 hours BLUE SECTION was ordered to patrol MANSFIELD at 3,000 feet, and shortly 

after GREEN SECTION was ordered to patrol NORTH COATES at 2,000 feet.  

Both sections returned to DIGBY without encountering any enemy aircraft. 

18.11.39 The Squadron was ordered to the forward base at NORTH COATES at 08.45 hours. 

Patrols were carried out over the NORTH SEA but without encountering any enemy aircraft. The 

Squadron returned to DIGBY at dusk. 

20.11.39 The Squadron proceeded to NORTH COATES soon after dawn but returned to DIGBY 

at dusk without having carried out any patrols. 

21.11.39 Air to ground firing was carried out by both Flights at No. 3 A.T.S., SUTTON BRIDGE. 

No other flying training was done. 

22.11.39 The Squadron was ordered to the forward base at NORTH COATES and proceeded there 

at 09.00 hours. It returned to DIGBY at 16.00 hours, no patrolling having been done. 

24.11.39 6 Aircraft from the Squadron did an affiliation with 3 HAMPDENS from No. 106 

Squadron. 

PILOT OFFICER A.E. JOHNSON was posted to No. 12 GROUP POOL at ASTON DOWN for 

operational flying training. 

27.11.39 “B” FLIGHT was ordered to the forward base at NORTH COATES at 09.50 hours. It 

returned at 13.00 hours. No patrols were carried out. “A” FLIGHT did local night flying training. 

28.11.39 BLUE SECTION was ordered to patrol HORNCASTLE and MABLETHORPE at 11.05  

hours. It returned to Home Base at 11.42 hours. In the afternoon the Squadron carried out Air to 

Ground firing at No. 3 A.T.S., SUTTON BRIDGE. 

29.11.39 Night flying training was carried out by “B” FLIGHT. 

ACTING WING COMMANDER P.R. BARWELL was awarded the D.F.C. in recognition of his 

leadership of “A” FLIGHT in their action on 30.11.39 An affiliation was carried out with No.144 
Squadron from HEMSWELL. Each Flight of 46 SQUADRON did one hour’s affiliation and this 

was followed by a discussion on the training carried out, between both Squadrons. 
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December 1939 
 

2.12.39 Local flying training was carried out. 

3.12.39 The Squadron was ordered to the Forward Base and proceeded to NORTH COATES at 

07.25 hours. It returned to DIGBY at 11.45 hours. 

4.12.39 The Squadron proceeded to the Forward Base at NORTH COATES at 07.30 hours, 

returning to DIGBY at 15.45 hours. 

6.12.39 “A” Flight was ordered to proceed to NORTH COATES, and left DIGBY at 08.15. They 

returned later in the day. 

7.12.39 The Squadron carried out an affiliation with No. 44 Squadron. Whilst the affiliation was 

still going on, they were ordered to return to DIGBY, and proceed forthwith to ACKLINGTON. 

The order was received at 12.30 hours, and the Squadron landed at 12.45 hours. Owing to adverse 

weather reports it was not possible to fly to ACKLINGTON, and the move was postponed until the 

following day. 

8.12.39 The weather was again unsuitable for flying, so there was a further postponement. The 

weather also affected the Ground Party who were to have proceeded to ACKLINGTON by civil 

aircraft. As the civil aircraft did not arrive it was deemed advisable for the Ground Party to 

proceed by road, and 46 men with F/SERGEANT BRYAN in charge left by M/T. 

9.12.39 “A” and “B” Flights, with 3 reserve machines, led by S/LDR K.B.B. CROSS took off for 

ACKLINGTON at 08.25, where they landed at 09.25 hours. 

10.12.39 Acklington Red Section ordered to patrol SOUTH SHIELDS to investigate raid. 

Weather; mainly fair, cloud at 2000 ft., visibility 2-3 miles. No enemy aircraft were seen and the 

Section returned to Base, having been in the air from 14.30 to 15.20 hours. 

11.12.39 Blue Section was ordered to patrol ACKLINGTON at 2000 ft. Weather;  

cloudy, 8/10-10/10 at 2000 ft., visibility 2-5 miles. Section took off at 11.05  

and landed again at 12.15 hours. Green Section patrolled ACKLINGTON at 15,000 ft. from 11.10 

to 11.40 hours, and again, at the same height from 12.10 to 13.10 hours. Nothing was seen. 

13.12.39 One hour’s sector reconnaissance was carried out at 14.25 hours by three aircraft, to 

TURNHOUSE and back. 

16.12.39 The Squadron practised No. 5 Attacks for one hour in spite of rather unfavourable 

weather, with cloud 10/10 at 1000 to 5000 ft. and local fog patches. Visibility generally, 4000 yds. 

17.12.39 16.00 One aircraft flown by F/LT C.R.D. STEWART ordered on patrol to investigate 

unidentified aircraft. He sighted and attacked a HEINKEL III. The enemy aircraft disappeared in 

cloud, the result of the attack not being known. Our aircraft sustained one hit in the port wing. 

Weather, cloudy but fine.  

16.30 One aircraft, flown by F/O R.M.J. COWLES, also sent up to investigate raid “GA”. He 

patrolled 8 miles S.E. of ACKLINGTON. No enemy aircraft seen. 

19.12.39 07.50 Red Section ordered to patrol BERWICK at cloud base. 

08.20 Blue and Green Sections ordered to patrol FARNE ISLANDS at cloud base. 

09.25 Green Section ordered to patrol N. of ALNWICK at cloud base. 

No enemy was seen by any of the patrols.  

Weather, cloud 8/10 at 1,500 to 3000 ft. Visibility 2-4 miles, deteriorating to 1000-2000 yds. 

20.12.39 09.50 “B” Flight practised No. 5 Attacks on “A” Flight for an hour. 
15.15 Blue Section were ordered on a dusk patrol, between ALNWICK and BLYTH. The Section 

returned at 16.20 hours. 

21.12.39 12.10 Red Section ordered to patrol SOUTH SHIELDS at 20,000 ft. Returned 12.50. No 

enemy aircraft seen. 

13.00 Green Section ordered to patrol SOUTH SHIELDS at 20,000 ft. Returned 13.30. No enemy 

aircraft seen. 
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22.12.39 10.00 No. 5 Attacks were practised by the Squadron, taking it in turns by Sections to 

attack and be attacked. 

15.45 A dusk patrol was ordered between ALNWICK and BLYTH. Red Section took off, landing 

again at 16.30 without seeing any enemy aircraft.  

Very good weather conditions, no low cloud and visibility 12 miles. 

17.00 Local night reconnaissance flying and landings was carried out in bright moonlight by Blue, 

Red and Yellow Sections. 

23.12.39 15.10 FL/LT P.G. JAMESON and F/O M.C.F. MEE carried out quarter attack practise, in 

fine weather with visibility 10-12 miles. 

24.12.39 10.25 In fine weather, with broken cloud, 3/10 and 12 miles visibility,  

“A” and “B” Flights practised attacks for an hour. 

14.55 Blue Section ordered to patrol ALNWICK to BLYTH. 

15.40 Green Section also ordered to patrol the same line. 

16.05 Both Sections returned without seeing any enemy aircraft. Weather still fine. 

17.00 Night flying at DRURIDGE BAY was carried out, followed by circuits and landings. 

26.12.39 15.20 Yellow Section carried out one hour’s patrol, between ALNWICK and BLYTH. 

Weather was fine with 3/10 at 3000 ft. Visibility good, in spite of a few snow showers. Visibility 

good, in spite of a few snow showers. 

P/O PHILIP JOHN FROST promoted to FLYING OFFICER. 

27.12.39 Red and Yellow sections carried out an hour’s local flying training.  

Weather cloudy, clouds at 2000 ft 9/10s, visibility 2-4 miles, closing down to 1000 yds in 

occasional snow showers. 

28.12.39 10.15 The Squadron took off to practice attacks in cloudy weather (10/10) with the 

visibility between 1 and 2 miles but a snowstorm forced them to return, with the visibility closed 

down to 500 yds. 

14.55 Blue Section carried out the ALNWICK to BLYTH patrol. No enemy aircraft seen. 

29/12/39 10.00 F/LT C.R.D. STEWART flew to DIGBY to exchange an aircraft, arriving back at 

ACKLINGTON at 13.25. With the exception of local flying, training carried out by F/O W.T. 

SCOTT, no other flying was carried out.  

Weather was fine, with cloud 5/10 at 3000 ft., visibility 6 miles. 

30.12.39 15.00 Blue Section carried out the ALNWICK-BLYTH patrol at 4000 ft. or below the 

clouds. No enemy aircraft were seen. Weather was fine 7/10 cloud at 3-4000 ft., visibility 6 miles. 

18.00 Night flying, consisting of flying 10 miles out to sea from DRURIDGE BAY, was carried 

out by “B” Flight. 

Weather was clear with no moon. Slight cloud, 1/10. Visibility 6 miles. 

31.12.39 A fine clear day with bright sunshine. Visibility 20 miles. During the day the cloud 

increased to 9/10. No flying of any kind was carried out. 

 

January1940 
 

1.1.40 In moderately fine weather with cloud varying from 3000 ft. to 500 ft., “A” Flight carried 

out practise attacks. 

11.25 P/O J.F. DRUMMOND carried out an Anti-aircraft Co-operation for 1½ hours. 
P/O A.E. JOHNSON was posted back to 46 Squadron from No. 12 Group Pool. 

2.1.40 Local flying training was carried out by both flights. Slight mist with clouds, 5/10, at 2-

3000 ft. 

3.1.40 10.00 Local flying training by “A” Flight; Section attacking Section. By mid-day, showers 

of snow and sleet which made flying impractical. 

4.1.40 Clouds at 2000 ft., 6/10, visibility 2-4 miles, wintry showers. 

15.05 Blue Section carried out formation practise. 
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5.1.40 10.05 Both Flights went up, “A” to practice No. 5 attacks and “B”, formation flying, 

followed by various attacks. Cloud was at 3000 ft., 6/10, a slight ground mist reduced visibility to 

little more than 500 yds. 

6.1.40 09.45 In conditions similar to yesterday “B” Flight carried out a Sector Reconnaissance for 

an hour. Otherwise there was no flying. 

8.1.40 Local flying training was carried out by both Flights. 3/10 cloud at 2000 ft., visibility 3 

miles, closing down to 1000 yds in extensive fog patches. 

10.1.40  The Squadron carried out a patrol between ALNWICK and SEAHAM HARBOUR.  

08.05 Green section, 09.55 Yellow section, 10.50 Red section, 11.50 Blue  

section. 

Weather, mainly fair, cloud 2000 ft., 3/10, a few fog patches. 

11.1.40  10.35 Red section was ordered to patrol ACKLINGTON at 10,000 ft. 

13.05 Blue section carried out a patrol between ALNWICK and SEAHAM HARBOUR. 

14.20 Yellow section continued this patrol until 15.45. 

15.30 Red section ordered to patrol ACKLINGTON at 2000 ft. Weather fine, with visibility 6-12 

miles, cloud, nil to 3/10, freezing at surface. 

F/LT STEWART returning from leave collected an aircraft which had become serviceable, at 

DIGBY, and flew it up to ACKLINGTON. 

16.55 F/O COWLES carried out a patrol over ACKLINGTON for one hour. 

12.1.40  09.45 “B” Flight practiced No. 5 attacks, for one hour otherwise no flying training was 

carried out. Weather, fair to fine, with visibility 3-6  

miles, and cloud 3/10. 

13.1.40  09.40 Both flights carried out practice attacks on each other, for one hour, in fine 

conditions with no cloud and visibility 3-4 miles. The weather deteriorated during the day, 

becoming foggy at dusk. 

14.1.40  09.45 “A” Flight put in some formation practice. Otherwise no flying. Rather misty 

conditions. A signal from Fighter Command to remind the Squadron they were still at short notice 

to proceed to FRANCE. 

15.1.40 No flying was done. Weather, dull, improving to fair; cloud 7/10-10/10, at 5000 ft. 

17.1.40 ACKLINGTON and DIGBY 

The Squadron returned to DIGBY. 13 aircraft returned leaving 3 u/s at ACKLINGTON. Four 

pilots F/O SCOTT, F/O COWLES, P/O JOHNSON, SGT EARP (the latter three sick) were left 

behind as well. Most of the personnel were brought to DIGBY by civil transport, though a few 

came by M/T, and the remainder, except for a small servicing party, by rail.  

The Squadron had been originally sent up for one week, but had remained for 5½ weeks; with 

Squadron Headquarters and the Maintenance Flight still at DIGBY, administrative and servicing 

difficulties were many. 

18.1.40 DIGBY  07.40 The Squadron proceeded to the Forward Base, NORTH COATES. 

08.30 Working one section at a time, the Squadron patrolled a convoy, 25 miles out to sea, until 

16.00 hours, when all aircraft returned to DIGBY. 

09.50 F/O SCOTT returned from ACKLIGTON with machine rendered serviceable. 

19.1.40 Co-operating with an aircraft from No. 229 Squadron, pilots from “A” Flight carried out 

ciné-camera gun firing. Cloud was 10/10, at 1500 ft. Visibility 2000 yds. 
20.1.40 07.45 “A” Flight was ordered to Forward Base (NORTH COATES). “B” Flight carried out 

Ciné-Camera Gun training, with an aircraft of No. 229 Squadron co-operating. 

16.30 “A” Flight returned from Forward Base to DIGBY. They had not been sent on patrol whilst 

at NORTH COATES. The weather during the day was fine, with cloud 2/10 at 2,500 ft, and 

visibility 3 miles. 

21.1.40 10.15 In spite of snow which fell intermittently throughout the day, two pilots managed to 

get in some Ciné-Camera Gun firing. Otherwise there was no flying during the day. 

25.1.40 07.50 Red section was ordered on a convoy patrol and returned to NORTH COATES. 
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08.10 “B” Flight and Yellow section were sent to the Forward Base (NORTH COATES). 

09.30 Working in sections, the Squadron patrolled a convoy 20 miles out to sea, until 12.00 hours 

when bad weather and poor visibility made it impracticable to continue. 

14.10 Green section made a further patrol of the convoy and returned to land at DIGBY. 

“A” Flight and Blue section were unable to return from NORTH COATES. 

26.1.40 North Coates  13.05 Red and Yellow sections, being still at the Forward Base, patrolled 

the convoy until 15.35 hours. Cloud 10/10, occasional slight snow, visibility poor. 

15.05 Having made a satisfactory weather test in the morning, F/LT JAMESON led Blue section 

back to DIGBY in poor weather conditions. Snow falling, Cloud 10/10 very low, visibility less 

than 1,000 yds. 

28.1.40 North Coates  10.10 F/O FROST was ordered on patrol to investigate an unidentified 

aircraft. He patrolled NORTH COATES at 2,000’ but sighted no enemy aircraft. 

DIGBY aerodrome was rendered unserviceable by deep drifts of snow. All available men 

commenced clearing a run-way through the snow. 

29.1.40 North Coates  09.05 P/O LEFEVRE and F/O COWLES made individual sorties to 

investigate the alleged bombing of ships at sea. No enemy aircraft were seen. 

13.00 Yellow section went on patrol to SKEGNESS. Two enemy aircraft had been reported off the 

coast, but they were not sighted. Visibility was poor, an indefinite cloud layer extended from 

1,500’, 10/10. 

Digby 14.00 S/LDR CROSS tested the almost completed run-way at DIGBY. 

30.1.40 North Coates 07.30 Red section patrolled MABLETHORPE, following the track of two 

plots, but no enemy aircraft were seen. 

Digby 09.15 Since “A” Flight had been stranded at NORTH COATES since 25.1.40, “B” Flight 

went forward to relieve them. 

North Coates  10.05 F/LT JAMESON went on patrol to investigate unidentified aircraft. No enemy 

aircraft were seen. 

10.20 “A” Flight returned to DIGBY, having been at NORTH COATES five days. 

12.45 “A” Flight were ordered to return to NORTH COATES. 

11.50 Three SEA PATROLS were made by sections, 10 miles out to sea. On the first of these Blue 

section intercepted a HEINKEL aircraft, which, however, escaped into thick clouds. 

15.00 F/O PLUMMER flew spare aircraft to forward base (NORTH COATES). 

15.15 Red section patrolled the convoy, returning to DIGBY to land but were unable to do so since 

the run-way was obstructed by a crashed aircraft. Red section was obliged to return and land at 

NORTH COATES. 

15.40 Yellow section, “B” Flight and one spare aircraft returned to  DIGBY. It was necessary to 

land on the run-way singly and in so doing F/O PLUMMER touched a bank of snow and his 

aircraft nosed over. F/O PLUMMER escaped serious injury.  

F/O SCOTT (and also Red section) were unable to land, and returned to NORTH COATES. 

 

February 1940 
 

1.2.40 North Coates 10.45 Red section were at NORTH COATES, having been there seven days. 

S/LDR. CROSS made a weather test and an aerodrome test for landing, the ground being covered 
with drifts of snow. Cloud 10/10 at 600-1,000 ft., freezing at all levels. 

Digby No flights were made from DIGBY. The aerodrome was still snow-bound and it was 

necessary for all available men to work on the clearing of the runway, which was, however, 

serviceable if required. Poor weather conditions prevailed, with visibility 800 yds. or less, some 

haze and temperature below zero. 
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2.2.40 North Coates  07:30 The weather improved slightly, cloud 10/10 at 1,500 ft., visibility 2 

miles. Red section patrolled a convoy at sea for an hour, and from 09.20 for an hour and a half 

were on a lightship patrol. 

Digby 

11.35 “B” Flight proceeded to Forward Base (NORTH COATES) and patrolled, by Sections, on a 

line from DONNA NOOK to SPURN HEAD until 15.30. 

North Coates 

15.30 Red Section returned to DIGBY. P/O BUNKER in L.1796 skidded into a snowdrift when 

landing on the runway and nosed over, but he sustained no serious injury. “B” Flight were thus 

prevented from returning to DIGBY. 

3.2.40 North Coates  07.25 With cloud 10/10 at 2,000 ft. and visibility 2,000 yds., “B” Flight, 

working in Sections, patrolled over the sea until 13.00 hours, when the weather had deteriorated so 

badly that flying became impracticable. 

Digby There was no flying from DIGBY owing to the bad weather conditions prevailing. 

4.2.40 North Coates  07.30 F/O MEE did a weather test at NORTH COATES. Cloud 10/10 at 800 

ft., visibility ½ mile, wind S.E. 30 mph, raining. No flying was carried out. 

9.2.40 North Coates 07.20 Having carried out lightship patrols for two hours, “B” Flight returned 

to DIGBY. 

Digby 

Four aircraft of “A” Flight made practice attacks on a Blenheim of 229 Squadron in the morning. 

In the afternoon, Blue Section made similar attacks. 

Acklington F/SGT SHACKLEY returned to DIGBY with spare aircraft. It had been held up for 

some time through unfavourable weather. 

10.2.40 Digby  11.45 In fine weather, with small amounts of clouds and excellent visibility, eleven 

aircraft were engaged in aerobatics. 

14.00 Two aircraft, flown by S/LDR CROSS and SGT ANDREW, made practice climbs to 25,000 

ft., 50 miles. 

14.50 Two aircraft, flown by F/LT STEWART and P/O LEFEVRE, did aerobatics at 25,000 ft. 

11.2.40  07.15 With cloud 9/10 at 3,000 ft. and visibility 1,500 yds., “B” Flight went to Forward 

Base (NORTH COATES) and were followed by “A” Flight at 08.10 hours. The Squadron 

patrolled a convoy out at sea, one section at a time, until 16.00 hours, returning to DIGBY in fine, 

but very cold, weather at 16.45 hours. 

12.2.40  11.10 Blue and Yellow Sections did an hour’s Cine Camera Gun Practice.  

The weather was fine, cloud 5/10 at 2,000 ft., visibility 4-6 miles. 

14.00 In very fine weather, twelve aircraft flew in formation for forty minutes in honour of the 

visit of the former C.O., WING COMMANDER BARWELL. 

13.2.40  07.35 Yellow Section commenced a Sea patrol, but after an hour were recalled owing to 

bad visibility and falling snow. Throughout the day, weather was unfavourable and weather tests 

were made on three occasions. At 14.30 hours, Yellow Section were able to patrol over the sea, 

while the remaining three sections moved (15.40) to Forward Base (NORTH COATES). Blue 

Section took over the sea patrol from Yellow and at 17.00 the Squadron returned to DIGBY. 

14.2.40 10.10 F/LT STEWART did a weather test. Cloud 10/10 at 1,000 ft., visibility 6 miles, 

intermittent light snow, freezing. 
11.00 Yellow, Green and Blue Sections did practice attacks with Cine Camera Guns. 

15.00 Six aircraft of “B” Flight did an hour’s Cine Camera Gun practice. Several fine periods of 

some duration were experienced with bright sunshine, 7/10 light cloud at 5,000 ft. and visibility 10 

miles. 

15.2.40 07.00 Blue Section went on a Convoy Patrol. The weather was fair, surface wind N.N.E., 5 

mph. Cloud 10/10 at 1,000 ft., visibility 1,200 yds. The Section landed at Forward Base (NORTH 

COATES). 

“A” Flight and Green Section proceeded to NORTH COATES. 
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The Squadron patrolled two Convoys by sections until 15.20, one leaving the HUMBER eastward 

bound, one 20 miles off MABLETHORPE, moving North. There were frequent fine periods with 

sunshine, light North Westerly wind, 5/10 cloud at 2,000 ft., visibility 3 miles. 

17.00 The Squadron returned to DIGBY. 

16.2.40 11.15 Ten aircraft were engaged in formation flying for fifteen minutes. A Quick re-arm 

was made on their return. Weather was fair, cloud 10/10 at 2,000 ft., vis. 2,000 yds. 

13.00 In the afternoon, the weather being fair, with cloud 6/10 at 2,000 ft., nine aircraft went air 

firing at SUTTON BRIDGE. Later (15.00), three aircraft were engaged in Cine Camera Gun 

firing. 

18.2.40 07.00 In calm weather, with cloud 10/10 at 4,000 ft and visibility 1 mile, the Squadron 

went to the Forward Base and patrolled a convoy until 14.00 hours. The Squadron returned to 

DIGBY, where snow was falling and visibility less than 900 yds. 

19.2.00 07.15 F/LT JAMESON did a weather test. Clouds were 10/10 at 200-500 ft., visibility 

200-300 yds. Snow was falling intermittently throughout the day and visibility was always less 

than 1,000 yds. 

20.2.40 There was no flying. The sky was overcast with thick clouds 10/10 at 600 ft. Visibility was 

less than 500 yds. Considerable drizzle and thick fog patches persisted all day. 

21.2.40 06.35 The weather was fine at first, with good visibility and Blue Section set off on a 

convoy patrol of duration 1 hr. 20 mins. The remaining Sections were intended to proceed to 

Forward Base but thick mist and 10/10 low cloud prevented this. During  the morning F/LT 

STEWART made two weather tests, the mist gradually cleared and visibility slowly improved to 

1,500 yrds. 

12.40 Red, Yellow and Green Sections proceeded to the Forward Base. No further patrols were 

carried out. The weather rapidly deteriorated and the Squadron were unable to return to DIGBY. 

22.2.40 N. Coates & Digby  In the morning, thick fog prevailed over the whole of the area. 

Visibility was 200 yds. and it was impossible for the Squadron to return to DIGBY for the 

A.O.C.’s inspection. 

11.10 North Coates. Later in the day the weather improved slightly and Blue Section were able to 

patrol the convoy for 90 mins. Conditions were so poor that pilots had great difficulty in finding 

the aerodrome and P/O JOHNSON force landed at DONNA NOOK. 

16.40 Digby. S/LDR CROSS made a weather test in the following weather conditions:- 

Surface wind Southerly 10 mph., cloud 8/10 10,000 ft; Visibility 2 miles; sunshine. 

23.2.40 North Coates  08.30 The morning was fine with bright sunshine, little cloud and good 

visibility. Wind South Westerly. The Squadron maintained a standing patrol over the Convoy until 

13.15 hrs., working by Sections. Mid-afternoon brought fair but cloudy weather and both Flights 

returned to DIGBY separately. 

24.2.40  The weather was cloudy with occasional light rain in the early morning. Later there were 

considerable fair periods and sunshine at frequent intervals. The wind was Westerly, 15-20 mph 

and gusty; visibility 2-6 miles. A Squadron photograph of all personnel was taken in the morning. 

There was no operational flying, but  

13.30 F/L JAMESON and F/O LYDALL flew to ACKLINGTON via CATTERICK in a Magister. 

15.00 F/O PLUMMER tested an aircraft after periodical inspection. 

25.2.40  07.30 There was thick fog at DIGBY and poor visibility. At NORTH COATES it was 
raining, with cloud 10/10 at 1,000 ft. and visibility ½ mile. 

08.40 S/LDR CROSS made a weather test in thick clouds and found that visibility to BLANKNEY 

was nil. 

A further report from NORTH COATES indicated that the clouds were lowering to 800 ft. and that 

mist was closing in.In view of the unfavourable conditions prevailing, it was decided not to go 

forward unless the clouds lifted or a raid imminent.  The weather did not improve throughout the 

day until almost dusk and no flying was done. 
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18.25 F/L JAMESON arrived from ACKLINGTON in a Magister. SGT. TAYLOR brought a 

HURRICANE from NORTH WEALD in poor weather conditions. 

27.2.40  The dawn was very dull with cloud 700 ft. 10/10 and visibility 1 mile. At NORTH 

COATES clouds were 300 ft. 10/10, visibility 600 yds. and haze out at sea. 

07.45 F/L JAMESON did a weather test and decided that the weather was unfit for a patrol to 

NORTH COATES. 

10.30 Three aircraft did half an hour’s local flying training. 

11.40 The Squadron was ordered to NORTH COATES, patrolled two convoys until 17.40 hrs. and 

returned to DIGBY at 18.35. The weather was fine, cloud 5/10 at 2,000 ft., visibility 4-5 miles. 

28.2.40  10.00 F/L STEWART tested an aircraft after inspection. There was no other flying carried 

out by the Squadron. Throughout the day there were showers of rain, clouds were 10/10 at 2,000 ft. 

and visibility about 2 miles. Surface wind was strong and gusty. 

29.2.40  The weather was fair, clouds 9/10 at 10,000 ft., visibility good, wind Northerly 15 mph. 

Three aircraft of “A” Flight were engaged in Cine Camera Gun firing, and three aircraft of “B” 

Flight did some local flying during the morning. 

12.00 The Squadron were sent to the Forward Base and maintained patrols over three convoys, 

which were between EAST DUDGEON  

 

March 1940 
 

1.3.40  07:30 Red Section went on Convoy Patrol, and the remainder of the Squadron (six aircraft) 

proceeded to Forward Base (NORTH COATES). The weather conditions were perfect; no cloud, 

wind light, visibility excellent. Yellow Section relieved Red Section at 08:45 and continued the 

Convoy Patrol until 10.30 hours. 

09:55 at 09:55 the Squadron was recalled to do tactical exercises for the A.O.C. 

14:00 From 14:00 hours the Squadron returned to NORTH COATES and recommenced the 

Convoy Patrols until 18:30, when all aircraft returned to DIGBY. 

3.3.40  08:25 The Squadron was ordered to NORTH COATES, carried out Convoy Patrols until 

15:00 and returned to DIGBY in the late afternoon. Except for slight mist in the early morning the 

weather was fine with little or no cloud, good visibility and bright sunshine. 

4.3.40 The weather was fine at first with 3/10 low cloud, visibility 2-6 miles. Later the North-West 

wind strengthened to gale force in exposed places. 

10:10 Three aircraft were engaged in Camera Gun Practice and aerobatics, and (11:00) three others 

flew to 25,000 ft. 

5.3.40 10:20 Six pilots did an hour’s flying training and interception practice. 

10:50 Blue Section were sent to patrol a line from NORTH COATES to DONNA NOOK, and 

were vectored to intercept an “X” (unidentified) raid. 

11:35 Red Section were ordered to patrol NORTH COATES at 9,000 ft. to intercept an “X” raid 

approaching from the sea. Out to sea there were scattered, but heavy, snow showers, reducing 

visibility, where these occurred, to nil. In fine patches visibility was 5-10 miles, cloud 8/10 at 

1,000 ft. No enemy aircraft were seen. 

15:30 Three pilots of Green Section were engaged in local flying during the afternoon. 

6.3.40 Digby 07:20 Blue Section made a weather test and proceeded to patrol the MOUTH of the 
HUMBER where “ARENA” had been anchored overnight. The weather was poor at NORTH 

COATES, but fine to fair elsewhere. 

North  Coates 09:30 The Squadron went forward to NORTH COATES, and patrolled the convoy 

all day. 

16:20 Yellow and Red Sections were instructed to investigate an “X” raid 20 miles out to sea. No 

enemy aircraft were seen. The Squadron returned to DIGBY at dusk. 
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Digby Since No 229 SQUADRON were commencing Hurricane flying training, and therefore non-

operational, Blue Section, 46 SQUADRON did the night readiness, and took advantage of this 

opportunity to night fly. 

20:00 F/O LYDALL and SGT LAWSON made separate patrols to investigate “X” raids, but 

although considerable activity was reported, no enemy aircraft was seen. 

22:10 The death of F/O W.T. SCOTT, which occurred when his aircraft struck a tree whilst night 

flying, is recorded with regret. 

7.3.40  Weather was fine but with ground mist and poor visibility, only improving slowly 

throughout the day. P/O LEFEVRE flew to HUCKNALL to bring W/COMMANDER WYLIE 

back to DIGBY in order that he might obtain information to paint a picture of the engagement with 

the HEINKEL 115’s on OCTOBER 21, 1939. 

Five pilots of “A” Flight set off for firing practice at SUTTON BRIDGE, but unfavourable 

weather conditions necessitated their early return. 

8.3.40  08:10 Red and Yellow Sections patrolled the Convoy which was leaving the MOUTH of 

the HUMBER, until the weather became too poor for further flying. 

“A” Flight remained at NORTH COATES. 

“B” Flight maintained the night preparedness at DIGBY. 

9.3.40  11.40 Red and Yellow Sections patrolled separate convoys and returned to DIGBY at 13.15 

hours. The weather was fair but cloudy, with mist and fog patches in the early morning. 

Four pilots of “B” Flight were engaged in local flying during the afternoon. 

“B” Flight again maintained the night preparedness. 

10.3.40 The dawn brought rain and thick clouds. 

07.30 S/LDR Cross twice made a weather test. The weather slowly improved and (11.40) “A” 

Flight went to the Forward Base. 

Two pilots of “B” Flight practiced cloud flying for an hour. 

After an uneventful day, with no patrols, “A” Flight returned to DIGBY. 

11.3.40  12.35 In cloudy, misty weather Red and Yellow Sections patrolled the convoy until 14.40 

when very bad visibility made it impossible for the patrol to continue. 

“B” Flight, who were responsible for the Night Readiness, commenced night flying practice, but 

were obliged to cancel the programme when visibility deteriorated and there were periods of light 

rain. 

12.3.40  06.40 Blue Section were on patrol before dawn, and they were relieved  

by Red and Yellow Sections, who patrolled until 16.00 hours. In the morning the Convoy was just 

leaving the MOUTH of the HUMBER, and by mid-day two further convoys had entered the 

Sector. 

14.00 Five pilots of “B” Flight did an hour’s flying training; two at cloud base over 

SCUNTHORPE and three, local flying near the aerodrome. 

13.3.40  There was no flying during the day. In the evening pilots of “A” Flight flew from 19.00 

hours until 23.20 hours. Visibility was 1-4 miles, and there was slight rain or drizzle falling. 

14.3.40  The weather was mainly fair with cloud 7/10 at 2,000 ft., visibility 2 miles. 

11.55 Blue Section went on Convoy Patrol over “ARENA”. Visibility was 20 miles and cloud 

6/10-7/10 at 1,500 to 2,000 ft. Green Section continued the patrol in the evening. The convoy 

comprised 25 ships and five Naval vessels. There was also a submarine in the district, and 
visibility was excellent. 

Blue Section took up the patrol once again until 19.40 hours. Visibility 10-15 miles, cloud 4/10 at 

2,000 ft. 

Night Flying practice was carried out until 21.00 hours, when snowstorms made it impracticable to 

continue. 

15.3.40  In dull weather with cloud 10/10 at 3,000 – 4,000 ft., visibility 1500 yrds. “B” Flight went 

to the Forward Base. “B” Flight patrolled the Convoy until 16.00 hours and returned to DIGBY at 

17.00. 
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“A” Flight were night flying until 23.15. The weather was fine, with clear moonlight and no cloud. 

16.3.40  06.50 “B” Flight went to the Forward Base (NORTH COATES), but returned at 11.00 

hours in order to carry out interception exercises for the A.O.C. 

14.30 The Squadron went on Air Firing at SUTTON BRIDGE. The weather was perfect, little or 

no cloud, visibility 12 miles. 

16.05 “B” Flight again went to NORTH COATES, and returned to DIGBY at 18.40,  

having done no patrols. 

17.3.40  There was no flying. P/O LEFEVRE went to SUTTON BRIDGE to supervise Air Firing 

on the range. 

18.3.40  P/O BANKS, successor to the late F/O SCOTT, commenced his flying with the Squadron 

with an “experience on type” flight. 

Night flying was carried out by “A” Flight until 00.15 hours, 19.3.40, although there were 

occasional heavy showers of rain. 

19.3.40  11.40 with cloud 6/10-10/10 at 4,000 ft and visibility 2 miles “B” Flight patrolled the 

Convoy by sections of two aircraft, until 18.10. The South-westerly wind strengthened to gale 

force in exposed places, and was very gusty. 

SGT EARP flew to SUTTON BRIDGE to relieve P/O LEFEVRE at the range. 

20.3.40  10.15 Two pilots were engaged in an hour’s Cine Camera Gun Firing between 

BARDNEY and WOODHALL SPA. 

12.30 The Squadron went to SUTTON BRIDGE for air to ground firing. The weather was fair and 

sunny, cloud 8/10 at 3,000 ft., visibility good. 

Pilots of “B” Flight night flew until 01.25 hours 21.3.40. At 21.25 hours F/LT JAMESON was 

ordered to patrol MABLETHORPE at 2,000 ft. to investigate “X” (unidentified) plots. Visibility 

was excellent, and there was a bright Moon, but no enemy aircraft were seen. 

21.3.40  10.20 “A” Flight patrolled three Convoys from 10.20 until 16.40 hours by Sections of two 

aircraft. Weather in the morning was fine, but gradually deteriorated throughout the day. P/O 

BANKS climbed to 25,000 ft in a HURRICANE. 

“B” Flight were engaged in night flying exercises until 02.00,22.3.40. These consisted of 

interceptions by two aircraft; instructed by the Sector Controller, of a third, who was plotted by the 

Observer Corps and Searchlight Batteries . 

22.3.40  10.15 F/LT STEWART and P/O BANKS did formation and air drill during the morning. 

13.55 The Convoy was patrolled until 16.00 hours in fine weather with 30 miles visibility. 

“B” Flight carried out a night flying programme similar to that of yesterday. 

20.50 F/LT JAMESON was ordered to patrol DIGBY when it was reported that FINNINGLEY 

had been bombed. Evidently the report was incorrect, for F/LT JAMESON landed again at 20.57. 

23.3.40  08.40 “A” Flight; working by Sections of two aircraft, patrolled two Convoys which were 

leaving the MOUTH of the HUMBER, until 16.10 hours. There was mainly very little cloud out at 

sea, but considerable haze up to 5,000 ft., reducing visibility to 3-5 miles.  

24.3.40  In fine sunny weather, with cloud 2/10 at 10,000 ft. and excellent visibility, “A” Flight 

patrolled the Convoy during the afternoon. Interceptions by night were again practiced by “B” 

Flight. 

25.3.40  08.30 Commencing at 08.30 hours “A” Flight patrolled Convoys throughout the day until 

15.00, the weather being fine, cloud 5/10 at 5,000 ft., visibility 15-20 miles. 
20.30 “B” Flight commenced night flying, but were obliged to postpone the programme, when fog 

closed in from the east. 

27.3.40  Five pilots of “A” Flight carried out Ciné Camera Gun Firing and Formation Flying 

practice. 

11.35 “B” Flight went to Forward Base (NORTH COATES), and patrolled the Convoy  

until evening, when it returned to DIGBY. 

28.3.40  “B” Flight, working from the Forward Base, patrolled the Convoy from 11.00 till 16.00 

hours. 
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“A” Flight pilots practiced night flying, commencing at 20.00 hours, and continuing until 03.50, 

29.3.40, when the weather became very misty. 

30.3.40  “B” Flight went to the Forward Base, patrolled the Convoy from 11.00 until 15.30, and 

returned to DIGBY for Air Firing Practice at SUTTON BRIDGE.“A” Flight also carried out air 

firing practice, and in the evening commenced a night flying programme. This latter had to be 

cancelled through low mist which made taking off and landing very hazardous. 

31.3.40  14.30 Nine aircraft were flown for an hour in an affiliation with three HAMPDENS, on 

whom they carried out attacks. The weather was cloudy, and the wind very strong with 50 mph 

gusts. In the evening the clouds lowered and visibility became very poor, so no night flying was 

carried out. 

 

April 1940 
 

1.4.40  It is worthy of note that during the month of March the total number of 668 hours 50 

minutes were flown by No. 46 Squadron. The number of hours flown by night, 139 hours 35 

minutes, creates a record for the Station. 

06:25 In showery rain “B” flight went to NORTH COATES, patrolled the convoy all day, and 

returned to HOME BASE at 15.45 hours. 

20.25 Aircraft of “A” Flight represented bombers for searchlight co-operation, whilst other aircraft 

attempted to intercept by instructions received from the Sector Controller (22.45). 

Pilot Officer AMBROSE and Pilot Officer MEAKER were this morning posted to the Squadron. 

2.4.40 Numerous petrol consumption tests were made. The weather was showery, but there were 

considerable fine periods. 

3.4.40  The weather was dull during the day, with rain in the morning. The evening was fine with 

2/10 cloud. “B” Flight night-flew, but were restricted to circuits and landings when mist arose. 

4.4.40  06.10 “A” Flight went forward. Weather at NORTH COATES was fine, cloud 7/10 at 

2,000 ft., visibility one mile. Convoy patrols were maintained until the flight returned to DIGBY at 

20.30 hours. 

20.30 Pilots flew in co-operation with searchlight units, whose efforts still leave much to be 

desired. 

5.4.40  10.15 Pilots of  “A” Flight practiced air combat in dull weather, cloud 8/10-10/10 at 4-

5,000 ft., visibility 2-4 miles. 

20.30 Further searchlight co-operation was carried out, but without marked success on the part of 

the searchlights. The night was black, with no Moon, and many stars. 

6.4.40  “A” Flight did numerous practice flights, including a battle climb to 25,000 ft. in sections 

and interception exercises.  “B” Flight continued searchlight co-operation. 

7.4.40  09:30 Working from the Forward Base “A” Flight patrolled the Convoy, returning to 

DIGBY at 18.00 hours. Weather was fair, cloud 10/10 at 2-3,000 ft., visibility 2 miles. 

8.4.40  “A” Flight carried out air combat and formation practice. 

20.45 In a very black night, with no Moon, and some thick clouds “B” Flight endeavoured to 

intercept a Hampden bomber, and then continued searchlight co-operation in the usual manner. 

9.4.40  09.40 Pilots of “A” Flight were engaged in local flying and Cine gun practice. 

At night the weather was poor, cloud 10/10 at 1,000 ft., visibility 1,200 yrds., with slight drizzle; 
consequently night flying was postponed. 

10.4.40  11.20 The weather was cloudy, but with fair intervals, visibility 6 miles, improving. 

“B” Flight were sent to the Forward Base, where weather was fair, cloud 5/10 at 3,000 ft., 

visibility 6 miles, surface wind 30 mph, and from there carried out convoy patrols until 18.00 

hours. 
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21.00 After an hour’s searchlight co-operation, which had to be postponed owing to bad R.T. 

reception, circuits and landings were carried out until 01.15 hours 11.4.40. Weather was fine, no 

haze. 

11.4.40  05.55 “B” Flight went to Forward Base, where they were at readiness all day, carried out 

no patrols, and returned to DIGBY at 20.20 hours. The weather was cloudy, and slowly 

deteriorated all day. 

12.4.40  10.50 “B” Flight pilots did an hour’s formation practice and Cine gun attacks. 

14.10 Nine pilots flew to SCAMPTON for exercises with HAMPDEN aircraft. 

“A” Flight again flew in co-operation with searchlight units. 

13.4.40  Sergeant LONSDALE was to-day posted to the squadron. 

Clouds were 10/10 at 4,000 ft. and visibility 2,000-4,000 yds. Considerable practice flying was 

done by pilots of both flights. There was no night flying. 

14.4.40  “B” Flight did some practice flying, and petrol consumption tests. The weather was fair 

but cloudy, with visibility 6-12 miles. In the evening clouds lowered to 1,000-2,000 ft. and 10/10, 

with occasional rain later. 

20.40 After a weather test by Squadron Leader CROSS night flying was postponed. 

15.4.40  Pilot Officer McGAW was to-day posted to the squadron. 

Weather was fair with fine periods, cloud 4/10 at 2,000 ft., visibility 3-5 miles. 

“B” Flight flew to SUTTON BRIDGE for air firing, which was, however, unable to be carried out. 

19.15 Pilots flew on courses for interception by searchlights, but again the searchlights (23.15) 

were quite ineffective. 

16.4.40  Weather was fine to fair, cloud 3/10 cumulus at 2,000 ft., visibility 6 miles. 

05.15 “B” Flight went to the Forward Base (NORTH COATES) until 14.00 hours. No patrols were 

ordered and “B” Flight returned to DIGBY. 

19.15 Night flying consisted of patrols for searchlight interception. These were postponed at 23.30, 

when haze began to spread. 

17.4.40  10.15 In fine weather with no cloud and excellent visibility six aircraft of “B” Flight did 

an hour’s aerobatics. 

13.30 “A” Flight went to the Forward Base to relieve the readiness squadron. 

“B” Flight became responsible for the night readiness, and searchlight co-operation was carried 

out. 

18.4.40  Weather was mainly cloudy with visibility 6-8 miles, wind varying from 5 to 25 mph. 

10.30 Six aircraft of “A” Flight carried out fighter attacks, in pairs, during which the starboard 

aileron of L1801 failed, and the machine yawed over in a spiral dive, necessitating the descent by 

parachute of the pilot, Pilot Officer BANKS, which was successful. 

19.4.40  Three pilots of “B” Flight did an hour’s formation practice in very cloudy weather. 

Visibility varied from 4 to 6 miles, and the wind veered from the N.W. at 15 mph in the morning, 

to Easterly and calm in the evening. 

20.4.40  Weather was very misty at first, with visibility 200 yards. When the mist had cleared 

(10.40) “A” Flight went to the Forward Base. 

Practice flying consisted of a climb to 25,000 ft., and formation practice.  

Visibility improved to 4-9 miles, with cloud 10/10 at 3,000 – 5,000 ft. 

21.4.40  In fair but cloudy weather, visibility 4 miles “B” Flight carried out practice attacks. “A” 
Flight went forward in the afternoon to relieve the readiness squadron, returning at 20.30 hours. 

The searchlight co-operation carried out by “B” Flight was very successful, aircraft being held in 

the beam consistently. 

22.4.40  08.15 Squadron Leader CROSS, Flight Lieutenant JAMESON, and Flight  

Lieutenant STEWART flew to REIMS and AUBERIVE via TANGMERE in preparation for the 

time when the squadron may be required to move to FRANCE. The start was delayed by mist and 

poor visibility, but weather improved later to fair, with 7/10 high cloud. Weather in FRANCE was 

perfect, with blue skies and 50 miles visibility. 
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There was no practice night flying, but six aircraft were ordered to patrol to intercept raids at the 

MOUTH of the HUMBER. Lewis gun fire, and considerable searchlight activity were observed, 

but no enemy aircraft were seen. 

23.4.40  Weather was cloudy, visibility 2,000-4,000 yards. Several aircraft tests were made, and 

three pilots of “A” Flight did formation air drill. 

15.00 Squadron Leader CROSS, Flight Lieutenant JAMESON, and Flight Lieutenant STEWART, 

returned from FRANCE. 

24.4.40  10.30 The squadron was, this morning, released from operational flying until further 

notice, pending its departure to FRANCE. 

The weather was fair at first, visibility 4 miles, but clouds lowered later in rain with visibility less 

than 1,000 yards. 

 

The Norwegian Campaign 
 

26.4.40  15.00 S/L CROSS left for EVANTON at 15.00 hours 26.4.40 on receipt of a signal from 

Fighter Command, ordering him to proceed there, thence to go by Sunderland or long-nosed 

Blenheim to ANDALSNES, Norway, to report on the aerodrome there, particularly with regard to 

the operation of Hurricanes from it. S/L CROSS reached Kintore, Aberdeen, and was forced to 

land owing to thick fog. He proceeded to Evanton by car and then to Invergordon, arriving at 23.00 

hours, but was unable to leave because of thick fog. S/L CROSS left by Sunderland at 12.30 hours 

on 27.4.40 and arrived at ANDALSNES at 20.00 hours, having been delayed by enemy action in 

the form of bombing by Heinkels 111(k). S/L CROSS inspected the landing ground and returned 

to the Sunderland flying boat at 02.00 hours on 28.4.40, left for the Shetlands at 03.00 hours and 

arrived at 07.00 hours. He left for Invergordon at 10.00 hours, arriving at 13.30 hours, went by car 

to Dyce and the following day flew to Acklington, but was forced to continue his journey to Air 

Ministry by train owing to bad weather. He returned to Digby at 19.00 hours on the 30.4.40 

 

May 1940 
 

1.5.40  14.00 Six aircraft practiced “rumble” landings, i.e. landings with the engine. 

2.5.40  10.00 Aircraft again practiced “rumble” landings. 

3.5.40  09.15 Three Hurricane aircraft were flown to PRESTWICK so that Fleet Air Arm Pilots 

could make tests for landing on an Aircraft Carrier. 

5.5.40  P/O DRUMMOND flew to PRESTWICK with Magister. 

The establishment of the Squadron was increased by approximately 120 in preparation for the 

movement overseas. 

6.5.40 Prestwick 11.00 F/O COWLES and Sgt TAYLOR flew from PRESTWICK to DIGBY in a 

Magister. 

Digby  11.30 Sgt EDWORTHY flew to PRESTWICK with a replacement for the Hurricane 

damaged in tests. 

7.5.40 Prestwick  10.30 P/O DRUMMOND, F/Sgt SHACKLEY and Sgt EDWORTHY set off to 

return to DIGBY via the coast. Clouds descended to 100 ft. at STRANRAER necessitating their 
return to PRESTWICK. 

8.5.40 Prestwick  10.15 P/O DRUMMOND, F/Sgt SHACKLEY and Sgt EDWORTHY again left 

for DIGBY. The two first mentioned pilots arrived, but Sgt EDWORTHY encountered bad 

weather and landed at SILLOTH, from whence he later flew to DIGBY via BLACKPOOL, 

SEALAND and TERNHILL. 

9.5.40 Digby  14.40 The Squadron left as a formation of 18 aircraft for ABBOTSINCH, and 

arrived at 16.00 hrs., having flown above cloud for the majority of the journey. 
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10.5.40 Abbotsinch  Aircraft were taxied through fields to Messrs. Blackburn’s Wharf at 

ABBOTSINCH, and were hoisted on to lighters, taken 20 miles down the river Clyde to 

GREENOCK, where H.M.S. GLORIOUS was berthed. After some difficulty (owing to the 

overhang of the Hurricanes’ wings) they were brought alongside. Eight Hurricanes were loaded 

that day. 

11.5.40 Greenock Remainder of the aircraft hoisted aboard the “GLORIOUS” without incident. 

12.5.40 Greenock  13.00 H.M.S. Glorious containing the C.O., 17 pilots and 18 Hurricanes of 46 

Squadron, put to sea, but returned in the evening on receipt of a signal from the Admiralty. 

Digby 

20.00 The advance party of 46 Squadron left DIGBY for GLASGOW. 

13.5.40 Glasgow The advance party embarked in M.V. BATORY from GLASGOW. 

14.5.40 Greenock  H.M.S. GLORIOUS sailed from GREENOCK in company with H.M.S. 

FURIOUS, containing No. 263 Squadron, R.A.F., escorted by four destroyers. 

15.5.40 to 17.5.40 At sea en route for NORWAY. 

17.5.40 Harstad, Norway  Advance party arrived at HARSTAD, NORWAY. 

18.5.40 Skaanland, Norway 

Advance party arrived at SKAANLAND landing strip, 16 miles South of HARSTAD. 

21.5.40 Signal received on H.M.S. GLORIOUS that SKAANLAND could not receive 46  

Squadron aircraft until May 26, so after disembarking No. 263 Squadron, in very bad weather, 

from H.M.S. FURIOUS, the aircraft carriers and their escort returned to SCAPA FLOW. 

23.5.40 Scapa Flow  Arrived at SCAPA FLOW. The officers of No. 46 Squadron were the guests 

at dinner of the Ward Room, H.M.S. GLORIOUS. 

24.5.40 Scapa Flow H.M.S. GLORIOUS refuelling until 12.00 hours., when she sailed in a thick 

fog. 

25.5.40 The rear party left DIGBY and arrived at GLASGOW at 21.00 hrs. 

26.5.40   H.M.S. GLORIOUS reached a position 40 miles off the Norwegian Coast and 100 miles 

North of Skaanland. 

On receipt of a signal saying that SKAANLAND was ready to receive 46 Squadron, the first six 

Hurricanes were ranged on deck. Owing to the flying-off deck having a ramp at the forward end, 

there was some doubt whether the aircraft would be airborne by the time they reached the top, as, 

according to the figures produced by the Air Ministry, 272 ft. were required for take off, provided 

a 30 knot wind was obtained. Unfortunately a flat calm prevailed at the time but thanks to the 

Captain and the Commander Engineer, almost 30 knots was obtained over the deck. The first take 

off was carried out by the Squadron Commander and proved quite successful, the Hurricane taking 

off easily just before the top of the ramp. All 18 aircraft were flown off successfully. 

The first flight landed at SKAANLAND at 21.30 hrs. and one accident occurred owing to the soft 

surface of the aerodrome. On the arrival of the second flight another accident occurred for the 

same reason and the decision was then made to send the remaining aircraft to BARDUFOSS, 60 

miles North. Orders were given to this effect to aircraft by R/T from aircraft on the ground. These 

aircraft arrived safely at BARDUFOSS. 

26.5.40 Gourock, Scotland The rear party embarked on the M.V. ROYAL SCOTSMAN. 

27.5.40 Skaanland   07.20 A patrol consisting of S/L CROSS, F/O FROST and P/O BUNKER 

took off at 07.20 hrs. to intercept 3 He.III’s approaching the aerodrome. The enemy formation was 
sighted but as they were going away from the landing ground they were not engaged, orders 

having been received that aircraft were not to be attacked unless SKAANLAND itself were 

attacked. One aircraft crashed on landing from this patrol and permission was asked for 46 

Squadron to evacuate SKAANLAND until such time as the aerodrome surface should prove 

suitable. This permission was received and by 18.00 hrs. all serviceable aircraft (15) had arrived at 

BARDUFOSS. 

Bardufoss  19.30 At 19.30 the first patrol over NARVIK was carried out by a section of three 

aircraft led by the Squadron Commander and patrols were maintained until 04.15 /28th when fog 
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covered the aerodrome and the eighth returning patrol was fortunate in having half the runway 

clear to land. During these patrols, carried out at 18,000 ft. a very fine view of the attack by Naval 

vessels and land forces was obtained. At one time as many as seven large fires were seen in 

NARVIK town and ten at ANKENES on the side VEISSFJORD. A column of smoke reached a 

height of 7,000 ft. 

28.5.40 Gourock, Scotland 03.00 The rear party sailed in the M.V. ROYAL SCOTSMAN with an 

escort of two destroyers. 

28.5.40 Bardufoss  09.15 Patrols were resumed by the same pilots, who had no sleep for two 

nights, and at approximately 11.00 hours F/O LYDALL shot down a Ju.88 over OBOTFJORD. 

Later, F/L JAMESON, F/O KNIGHT and P/O JOHNSON destroyed two four-engined flying boats 

on the surface of ROMBAKSFJORD. 

29.5.40 Bardufoss  Patrols maintained over the NARVIK area. At 00.40 hrs, F/L JAMESON shot 

down a Ju.88. P/O DRUMMOND missing from this patrol. Later a message arrived from H.M.S. 

FIREDRAKE saying that P/O DRUMMOND had descended by parachute and had been picked up 

by them. “Firedrake” confirmed the destruction of a Ju.88 by F/L JAMESON and also that 

DRUMMOND had shot down a He.III which crashed in the Fjord close by. DRUMMOND’s 

aircraft had been set on fire by return fire. 

15.40 In the afternoon P/O BANKS shot down a four-engined Junkers which was bombing 

TROMSO. In the evening 26 enemy aircraft approached VESTFJORD from the South and split up 

into formations of five aircraft. Nine 46 Squadron aircraft were on patrol at the time and in 

subsequent encounters with superior forces F/O LYDALL and P/O BANKS were shot down and 

killed. F/Sgt SHACKLEY shot down one Ju.88 and two more enemy aircraft were destroyed, 

probably by forces F/O LYDALL and P/O BANKS. 

30.5.40 Bardufoss Patrols were stopped owing to weather. 

31.5.40 Bardufoss Patrols over HARSTAD and SKAANLAND maintained. Three patrols sent at 

23.45 to cover the evacuation of BODO by British Forces. 

Harstad  The rear party arrived at HARSTAD. 

 

June 1940 

 

1.6.40 Bardufoss  Very bad weather. Three patrols carried out over HARSTAD. 

2.6.40  Very bad weather at first, improving later. P/O DRUMMOND and Sgt TAYLOR on patrol 

over NARVIK saw two Ju.87’s attacking a destroyer by dive bombing. They attacked, and the 87’s 

separated and made off, twisting and turning. The pilots waited for their chance and shot them 

down South East of NARVIK. The rear gunner of the Ju.87 that DRUMMOND attacked used the 

rear gun after this aircraft had crashed. 

F/O FROST and Sgt TYRER chased a Ju.87 and severely damaged it before it dived into the 

clouds. FROST’s windscreen was hit by a bullet which splintered it, but did not penetrate. 

F/Sgt SHACKLEY and P/O BUNKER engaged five Me.110’s without result. The 110’s on 

sighting our aircraft formed line astern and then went into a circle. Each time our aircraft joined in, 

two more would get on their tails. After a time the 110’s went off South, easily out-distancing our 

aircraft. F/Sgt SHACKLEY tried a long distance shot. 

3.6.40  Weather bad. Two patrols attempted but not completed. Officers of the 6th Battalion 
Chasseurs Alpin dined with 46 Squadron. 

4.6.40 Bardufoss  Seven patrols carried out over SKAANLAND, HARSTAD and NARVIK.  

50 men of 46 Squadron including P/O WESTCOTT and 3 Warrant Officers left at 03.00 for an 

unknown destination, carrying only marching order kit; and at 20.00 F/L PEOCK left with a 

further 29 men. 

Scapa Flow The rear party arrived at SCAPA FLOW from Norway. 



 Page 21 of 33 

5.6.40  Patrols carried out over NARVIK and HARSTAD. Squadron Leader CROSS went by 

Walrus to H.M.S. ARK ROYAL and H.M.S. GLORIOUS to make arrangements in secret for the 

flying on of 46 Squadron in the event of evacuation from Norway. Returned same day. 

6.6.40  Patrols carried out over NARVIK, SKAANLAND, LODINGEN and HARSTAD. Two 

aircraft provided an escort for 5 Walruses bombing in the neighbourhood of NORFOLD. 

7.6.40  S/L CROSS and P/O LEFEVRE engaged four He.IIIk’s over BARDUFOSS with unknown 

results. F/O KNIGHT and P/O DRUMMOND engaged 3 He.IIIk’s over NARVIK.  

Result unknown. 

Pilots were warned that they would have to evacuate Norway that night, and volunteers were asked 

to fly on to H.M.S. GLORIOUS. 100% volunteered. Tests were carried out with extra weight in 

the tail of the Hurricanes. 

At 18.00 F/L JAMESON, F/O KNIGHT, and Sgt TAYLOR took off for H.M.S. GLORIOUS, and 

landed successfully. 

At 18.10 and 18.15 F/O MEE and P/O DRUMMOND returned from a patrol over NARVIK, 

during which they had engaged 4 He.III’s. Each pilot claimed to have shot down one enemy 

aircraft, and P/O DRUMMOND attacked and damaged the other two. 

8.6.40  S/L CROSS, F/L STEWART, F/O’s COWLES, FROST, and MEE, P/O BUNKER and 

F/Sgt SHACKLEY took off for H.M.S. GLORIOUS from BARDUFOSS. The remainder of the 

officers and men embarked on the M.V. ARANDORA STAR. 

9.6.40  H.M.S. GLORIOUS, containing the Commanding Officer, nine pilots and ten 

Hurricanes of No. 46 Squadron, was sunk by a section of the German Fleet. S/L CROSS and 

F/L JAMESON were rescued some three days later from rafts and taken to the Faroe Isles. 

10.6.40 Gourock, Scotland 

Officers and men who had embarked on H.M.S. VINDICTIVE on June 5, disembarked at 

GOUROCK, and proceeded to DUNFERMLINE. 

11.6.40 Glasgow 

Officers and men who had embarked on the S.S. MONARCH of BERMUDA on June 6, 

disembarked at GLASGOW. 

The rear party disembarked at ABERDEEN and proceeded to DUNFERMLINE. 

12.6.40 Dunfermline and Glasgow 

The above personnel of 46 Squadron entrained for DIGBY, arriving there on the morning of June 

13. 

13.6.40 Gourock Those officers and men who had embarked on the S.S. ARANDORA STAR and 

ROYAL ULSTERMAN disembarked and entrained for DIGBY, arriving on the morning of June 

14. 

  

Into The Battle of Britain 
 

During the following ten days the Squadron was reformed at Digby , S/L J.R. MacLACHLAN 

assumed command, and F/L RABAGLIATI and F/L MURRAY were posted to the Squadron as 

Flight Commanders. 

 

25.6.40 Digby The Squadron again became Operational. In the evening six aircraft proceeded to 
“L. ONE” (WELLINGORE) for the night readiness. Several patrols were carried out but no enemy 

aircraft were seen. A drifting barrage balloon was shot down. 

26.6.40  17.35 P/O JOHNSON led a patrol from NORTH COATES to MANBY in an attempt to 

intercept the German Meteorological ‘plane, which had been reported to be coming in about this 

time for the last few days. This patrol did not sight any enemy aircraft. 

27.6.40 Six aircraft carried out formation practice in sections of three, whilst  

two aircraft did some aerobatics. 
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28.6.40 10.25 The Squadron did an hour’s practice attacks. 

14.20 Three Hurricanes carried out formation practice and attacks on two Hurricanes. 

29.6.40  09.25 Practice attacks were again carried out, four aircraft attacking another one. 

11.00 Two Beauforts flew on course so that four Hurricanes of 46 Squadron could attack them. 

14.15 The A.O.C. visited the Squadron and delivered a lecture to the pilots dealing with the phase 

of the war into which we were entering. 

30.6.40 Three aircraft were again at “L. ONE” and two sorties were carried out in the vicinity of 

the river TRENT at a height of 14,000 ft. though no enemy aircraft were seen. 

During the day considerable flying practice was done, including combats, section attacks, 

aerobatics and map reading exercises. Later, twelve aircraft practiced formation flying in co-

operation with No. 611 Squadron, flying as a “Wing”. 

 

July 1940 

 

1.7.40  During the morning three aircraft were engaged in local flying, and combats. Blue Section 

flew to “L 1” for the night readiness (i.e. WELLINGORE).  

There were no patrols. 

2.7.40 There was some local practice flying. 

3.7.40 There was no operational flying, but the Squadron did considerable practice flying during 

the day. Yellow Section flew to “L 1” for the night readiness. 

4.7.40 Further local practice flying was carried out, but no operational patrols. 

5.7.40 During the morning there were numerous practice flights. 

15.15 In the afternoon a Flight was ordered to patrol OUTER DOWSING at 20,000  

ft. when six enemy aircraft had been plotted approaching from the sea. Visibility was good, but no 

enemy aircraft were seen. Blue Section flew to “L 1” for night readiness. 

6.7.40  05.15 Blue Section returned from “L 1”. P/O COOPER KEY did a weather test to ascertain 

the amount of cloud over the coast. There were two aircraft tests but otherwise there was no flying. 

7.7.40  Fifteen pilots of 46 Squadron flew to SUTTON BRIDGE during the morning for air firing 

in conjunction with drogues. Two aircraft were flying locally in the afternoon. Red Section were at 

readiness at “L 1” at night. 

8.7.40  07.00 A section was ordered to patrol INNER DOWSING at 15,000 ft. to intercept the 

German Meteorological Aircraft. 

10.45 A section was sent to HORNCASTLE at 20,000 ft., and, later, SPURN HEAD. 

18.40 A section was ordered to patrol SKEGNESS at 8,000 ft, In none of the above patrols were 

enemy aircraft seen. 

Formation and other practice flying was carried out. Four pilots made a reconnaissance of the new 

Rear Base (NEWTON). 

9.7.40  14.10 Blue Section was ordered to patrol MABLETHORPE at 10,000 ft. but the patrol was 

cancelled. 

10.35 Three aircraft of “B” Flight patrolled a convoy in the neighbourhood of the OUTER 

DOWSING for 1 hour 15 minutes, but no enemy aircraft were seen.  

Half an hour’s practice attacks in sections of two were carried out during the day. 

10.7.40  08.00 Two sections of aircraft were ordered to patrol in the MABLETHORPE-
SKEGNESS district. There was considerable layer cloud, and no enemy aircraft were seen. 

08.15 P/O LEFEVRE did a sortie in continuation of the above patrols. 

During the day the weather deteriorated, and visibility became very poor, although “B” Flight did 

some practice beam attacks by sections. 

11.7.40  06.30 Two pilots made separate sorties over NORTH COATES at 12,000 ft. in poor 

weather, and landed at NORTH COATES without having seen any enemy aircraft. 

Three pilots made an inspection, from the air, of the Rear Base (NEWTON). 

20.40 F/L RABAGLIATI and P/O McGOWAN patrolled a convoy for two hours. 
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12.7.40  There was some local practice flying, including combats, and aerobatics. Sgt ANDREW 

did a battle climb to 33,000 ft. 

13.7.40 Local flying and forced landing practice was carried out. 

14.7.40 Convoy patrols were carried out by “B” Flight. “A” Flight did some local flying and two 

pilots made a reconnaissance of the Rear Base (NEWTON). 

15.7.40  Local reconnaissance, and combat practice in sections of two were carried out. 

One pilot was engaged in A.A. co-operation over NOTTINGHAM. 

17.7.40 The weather continued unfavourable. Two pilots did some local flying. 

18.7.40  Although at times the weather was poor four pilots did map reading practice. One aircraft 

practiced aerobatics for half an hour. 

19.7.40  Combats and formation practice were carried out. One aircraft flew to NOTTINGHAM in 

co-operation with A.A. units. 

20.7.40  Several pilots flew to SUTTON BRIDGE for air gunnery practice, but this was cancelled 

through bad weather. Red section patrolled MABLETHORPE in thick clouds. No enemy aircraft 

were seen. 

21.7.40  Local reconnaissance and aerobatics were carried out. 

22.7.40  Two pilots carried out a reconnaissance of the Western Area of the Sector.“B” Flight 

carried out an hour’s air combat practice. 

04.45 Green Section, led by Pilot Officer McGREGOR, intercepted, whilst patrolling AGENT, a 

DORNIER 17 and pursued it 80 miles out to sea. Although numerous bursts of fire were obtained 

and the DORNIER badly hit, the result was not conclusive. 

Two sections of  “A” flight carried out defence patrols over the convoy when the enemy aircraft 

was sighted. 

23.7.40 There was some local flying and formation practice. One aircraft carried out A.A. co-

operation over NOTTINGHAM. 

24.7.40 A section of “B” Flight were engaged in an hour’s formation cloud flying. 

“A” Flight did some local flying and carried out A.A. Co-operation over NOTTINGHAM and 

DERBY. It is recorded with regret that Pilot Officer COOPER KEY was killed when attempting a 

forced landing at DERBY after the above co-operation. 

25.7.40 06.45 Numerous patrols were carried out during the day, both over the coast and the 

convoy, but no enemy aircraft were seen. 

Pilots of “A” Flight carried out an hour’s formation practice, “B” Flight were engaged in Beam 

Attack practice and interceptions at 20,000 ft. by R/T. 

26.7.40  Aircraft were engaged in Map Reading and Sector Reconnaissance. An hour’s affiliation 

with BLENHEIM aircraft of No. 29 Squadron was carried out by “B” Flight. 

27.7.40 Two aircraft did some local flying practice. 

28.7.40  One pilot of “B” Flight carried out an R/T range test, and another did a reconnaissance of 

the South Western area of the Sector. After half an hour’s combat with Pilot Officer JOHNSON, 

Sub Lieutenant CARPENTER force landed in a field some five miles South of the aerodrome, but 

sustained no serious injury. 

Several patrols were carried out during the day by the Squadron. 

Six aircraft flew to MANBY for air firing practice. 

29.7.40  Formation practice was carried out by “A” Flight. Three patrols were made over the coast, 
but no enemy aircraft were seen. 

30.7.40  Low flying attacks were carried out on the Army gun posts around the aerodrome, there 

was also some formation practice. 

31.7.40  Practice flying of all types was carried out. Red Section, leader Pilot Officer LEFEVRE 

escorted Lord Lloyd from HENDON to NORTH COATES. 

 

During the Month of July H.M. the King has been graciously pleased to approve  
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the awards to Flight Lieutenant P.G. JAMESON, and Pilot Officer J.F. DRUMMOND of the 

Distinguished Flying Cross. 

F/LT P.G. JAMESON, for brilliant leadership of his Flight since the commencement of hostilities, 

and in Norway, when he destroyed two Flying Boats in ROMBAKSFJORD. 

P/O J.F. DRUMMOND. During operations in Norway this officer shot down two enemy aircraft 

and seriously damaged a further three. On one occasion, as pilot of one of two Hurricanes which 

attacked four Heinkel IIIs, he damaged one of the enemy aircraft and then engaged two of the 

others. Despite heavy return fire, P/O DRUMMOND pressed home his attack, silenced the rear 

guns of both aircraft, and compelled the Heinkels to break off the engagement. 

 

August 1940 

 

1.8.40  06:40 Operations for the month were commenced by Red Section, led by F/LT 

RABAGLIATI, by patrolling LOUTH at 20,000 ft., but no enemy aircraft were sighted. 

08:00 Three aircraft of “B” Flight, leader P/O DRUMMOND, escorted Lord Lloyd from NORTH 

COATES to HENDON. 

12.20 Yellow Section patrolled MABLETHORPE at 9,000 ft. for an hour, but no enemy aircraft 

were seen. 

14.05 Green Section were ordered to patrol MABLETHORPE at 23,000 ft. No enemy aircraft 

sighted. 

Numerous local practice flights were done by “A” Flight; two aircraft of “B” Flight did a battle 

climb to 25,000 ft. 

2.8.40 There was no operational flying. 

Formation, combat and other practice flying was carried out by “A” Flight, and (11.50) F/SGT 

WILLIAMS did an hour’s co-operation with A.A. units over NOTTINGHAM. 

15.30 F/LT BURNETT was ordered to deflate a free barrage balloon. 

In the evening two sections of two aircraft practiced beam attacks for forty minutes. 

3.8.40  14.55 Red Section patrolled SKEGNESS at 8,000 ft, but although the weather was fine and 

visibility very good no enemy aircraft were seen. 

17.25 Green Section were ordered to patrol BOSTON, but no enemy aircraft were seen. 

In the morning two sections of “B” Flight carried out beam and No. 5 attacks. Formation flying 

was engaged in by “A” Flight, while two pilots of “B” Flight practiced aerobatics. 

4.8.40 No operational flying was required. 

11.30 Four pilots of “B” Flight flew to SUTTON BRIDGE in order to carry out air firing. 

During the afternoon pilots from both flights made practice flights of an hour’s duration. 

5.8.40  18.50 Red Section was ordered to take off and the vector given by R/T. A good 

interception was obtained at 10,000 ft and the unidentified raid proved to be friendly. Pilots did 

local practice flying for an hour. 

6.8.40 15.20 A Convoy Patrol was carried out by Blue Section in excellent weather and good 

visibility. The convoy comprised of seventeen ships; no enemy aircraft were sighted. 

“A” Flight did formation flying, and aerobatics. 

7.8.40  06.15 “B” Flight patrolled a convoy off MABLETHORPE in sections of three until 08.45. 

16.35 Again “B” Flight, in sections of three, patrolled a convoy for a period of two hours. 
Local flying was carried out and thirteen aircraft affiliated with SPITFIRES of No. 611 

SQUADRON and OXFORDS from CRANWELL in Wing Exercises. “A” Flight 46 

SQUADRON, escorted the OXFORDS, while the remaining HURRICANES and SPITFIRES 

attempted attacks. 

8.8.40  Considerable formation and other flying was carried out. P/O BAILEY was engaged in 

combat with a SPITFIRE for an hour. Two aircraft practiced cloud flying. 

9.8.40  04.35 “A” Flight came to readiness for dawn and almost immediately Red Section were 

ordered to take off in black-out conditions, without flarepath or floodlight and investigate an “X” 
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Raid approaching from the sea. The section were vectored to 30 miles East of Spurn Head, but no 

enemy aircraft were seen, and a convoy was then patrolled. 

06:30 Yellow Section patrolled the OUTER DOWSING for an hour at 15,000 ft. No enemy 

aircraft were seen, and layer clouds made investigation difficult. There was some local flying. 

10.8.40  15.10 “B” Flight patrolled BOOTY during the afternoon, visibility was good but no 

enemy aircraft seen.  

Local formation flying was carried out. Two pilots did some cloud flying. 

11.8.40  08.00 Blue section patrolled a convoy for an hour in rain and low clouds. Explosions were 

observed in the sea but no enemy aircraft were sighted. 

14.30 The Squadron was ordered to proceed to DUXFORD for lateral reinforcement. There they 

were at readiness for some time and at 16.45 were further ordered to proceed to BIRCHAM 

NEWTON, where again they came to readiness. At 20.15 the Squadron returned to DIGBY having 

carried out no operational patrols. 

During the morning from 7.30 until 13.00 hours, ten pilots flew to SUTTON BRIDGE, and carried 

out air firing. 

12.8.40 05.00 Green Section patrolled a convoy of fifty ships, but no enemy aircraft were seen. 

11.15 P/O REID carried out A.A. Co-operation for an hour, several other pilots did short local test 

flights. 

18.10 An affiliation was carried out in the evening. 

13.8.40 Except for several local flights in the morning, there was no flying during the day. 

SGT d’HAMALE, formerly of the BELGIAN AIR FORCE, reported for flying duties with the 

Squadron. 

14.8.40 14.30 Two aircraft escorted a HEINKEL III from FINNINGLEY to FARNBOROUGH, 

via SYWELL. 

Considerable practice flying was done by “A” Flight, principally in formation and aerobatics. 

F/O PLUMMER re-joined “A” Flight from “B” Flight; F/SGT WILLIAMS left “A” Flight and 

joined “B” Flight today. 

15.8.40 Local flying was engaged in from dawn until the evening. 

12.55 Five aircraft of “A” Flight patrolled first MABLETHORPE and then SPURN. No enemy 

aircraft were sighted, but thirteen friendly fighters were seen. 

14.00 Six aircraft of “B” Flight took over the patrol and remained at 15,000 ft. over ARENA, a 

convoy comprising in all twenty eight ships. There was a belt of haze between 10,000 and 12,000 

ft. 

16.8.40 There was no operational flying. Throughout the day local practice flights were made, and 

F/O AUSTIN, newly posted to the Squadron, had his hour’s experience on Hurricane aircraft. 

17.8.40  10.20 F/LT BURNETT and P/O LEFEVRE investigated reports that two aircraft were 

bombing in the NOTTINGHAM, DERBY district, but no enemy aircraft were seen. 

17.05 Red Section were ordered to patrol GRANTHAM at 20,000 ft and were then vectored to 

BIRMINGHAM to intercept two unidentified aircraft, but although the weather was very good, no 

interception was obtained. 

Many local practice flights were made by “A” Flight pilots, and F/O AUSTIN of “B” Flight 

carried out reconnaissance of the Sector. 

18.8.40 Duxford  13.40 The Squadron was ordered to proceed to DUXFORD for lateral 
reinforcement, and was ordered to patrol NORTH WEALD. Red Section, led by F/LT 

RABAGLIATI, intercepted enemy aircraft and accounted for one conclusive, two probable, and 

four were damaged. The Squadron remained at Duxford for the night. 

19.8.40 Digby 06.00 The Squadron returned to DIGBY. 

Ternhill 10.50 “A” Flight were detached to TERNHILL to carry out day readiness in the Western 

half of the Sector. Essential crews were ferried by two HARROW aircraft, and a road party took 

necessary equipment and stores. P/O PINCER accompanied the road party as Intelligence Officer 

and Adjutant. 
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Digby 10.25 Four pilots of “B” Flight flew to SUTTON BRIDGE for air firing. 

16.20 A patrol of ninety minutes duration was carried out by Blue Section. 

20.8.40 Ternhill  10.30 Several pilots at TERNHILL were engaged in reconnaissance of the Sector 

for an hour. Two pilots flew to DIGBY to proceed on leave, and one pilot, having returned from 

leave, flew to TERNHILL from DIGBY. 

Digby  “B” Flight carried out no flying. 

21.8.40 Ternhill  06.45 Four pilots flew locally during the morning on Sector reconnaissance. 

12.05 Red Section were ordered to patrol base at below the clouds, but no enemy aircraft were 

seen. 

Digby  10.25 Beam, and No. 5 attacks were carried out by four pilots of “B” Flight and several 

pilots practiced cloud flying in formation. 

16.40 Green Section went on patrol. 

22.8.40 Ternhill  Numerous practice flights and reconnaissance were carried out. 

10.20 Red Section were ordered to patrol the aerodrome at cloud base and twenty minutes later 

Yellow Section were vectored away to intercept two bandits, but no enemy aircraft were sighted. 

Digby 14.55 A section of two aircraft were on patrol for half-an-hour. 

15.30 F/O AUSTIN was engaged in 45 minutes attacks on F/LT BURNETT, using Ciné guns. 

23.8.40 Ternhill There was some local practice flying at Ternhill. At 14.00 hours P/O AMBROSE 

was sent to patrol SEALAND, but although visibility was excellent he saw no enemy aircraft. 

16.30 P/O LEFEVRE was ordered on patrol, but the order was cancelled almost immediately. 

17.45 F/O PLUMMER took off to attempt to locate and shoot down a free barrage balloon. The 

weather was hazy and he was re-called before sighting the balloon. 

Digby 07.20 Beam attacks by a section of three aircraft on a fourth were done by  

“B” Flight. 

07.25 One pilot did an hour’s local flying, including aerobatics. 

24.8.40 Ternhill  The morning was spent in practice flying. 

10.35 Two aircraft went on patrol over STAFFORD at 10,000 ft. No enemy aircraft  

were sighted. 

Digby 11.40 “B” Flight carried out an hour’s practice attacks, principally No. 5 and beam attacks. 

14.30 Again in the afternoon a section was engaged in attack practice, and devoted considerable 

attention to No. 1 and beam attacks. F/LT BURNETT flew as target. 

25.8.40 Ternhill There was no operational flying from TERNHILL although several practice 

flights were made. 

Digby 07.40 A “Sergeants’” Section, led by Sgt EDWORTHY patrolled MABLETHORPE at 

10,000 ft for an hour. 

No enemy aircraft were seen. 

26.8.40 Ternhill  Apart from a patrol of two aircraft to OAKENGATES at 10,000  

ft. there is little to record. 

Digby 

At DIGBY, too, there were only two flights, of ten minutes duration, when two pilots flew to L1 

for night readiness. 

27.8.40 Ternhill  The morning was occupied with local flying. 

16.45 Red Section were ordered to patrol SEALAND at 5,000 ft. 
Digby The two pilots of “B” Flight returned from L1 after keeping night readiness; tow other 

pilots returned in the early evening. 

18.45 A section was ordered to patrol INNER DOWSING, and this patrol was continued for an 

hour. 

28.8.40  Ternhill  The Flight spent the morning carrying out practice attacks on a formation of 

three ANSONS from No. 10 F.T.S. TERNHILL. After landing at KEMBLE to re-fuel pilots 

returned to TERNHILL at 13.30 for readiness. 

A few other flights were made in the afternoon and evening. 
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Digby 18.06 “B” Flight were ordered on patrol. One section to patrol HORNCASTLE and the 

other DIGBY. HORNCASTLE was patrolled for more than an hour, but the DIGBY patrol was 

discontinued after ten minutes. 

29.8.40 Ternhill and Digby 

11.45 “A” Flight flew to DIGBY in order that aircraft could be fitted with “V.H.F.” Six aircraft 

returned to TERNHILL in the early evening. 

10.10 “B” Flight went to TERNHILL to relieve “A” Flight. 

13.10 Blue Section were ordered to intercept an “X” raid. This proved to be a WHITLEY, and was 

escorted to LICHFIELD for identification, where it was found to be friendly. 

14.10 Green Section patrolled TERNHILL for 50 minutes. 

18.15 “B” Flight returned to DIGBY. 

30.8.40  Ternhill  11.35 Yellow Section patrolled CHESTER at 30,000 ft. 

14.30 Red Section ordered to patrol SEALAND at 20,000 ft. Yellow were ordered to patrol 

WARRINGTON at 20,000 ft. 

Digby 16.20 Blue Section ordered to patrol LOUTH. 

18.10 Green Section (two aircraft) ordered to patrol DERBY at 30,000 ft. 

In all the above cases no enemy aircraft were seen. 

Ternhill  There was some local flying and combat practice during the morning. 

31.8.40 Ternhill and Digby 

09.25 “A” Flight commenced local flying, and throughout the morning seven pilots  

flew for about an hour. 

13.45 Red Section were ordered to patrol and vector 350&#730; at 15,000 ft. The section 

continued the this patrol for 55 minutes, but no enemy aircraft were sighted. 

16.00 Yellow Section were ordered on patrol at 15,000 ft, and vectored 345&#730;. Two 

ANSONS were sighted, but no enemy aircraft seen. 

18.45 “A” Flight were ordered to return to DIGBY, in order to proceed to NORTH WEALD as 

soon as possible. Six aircraft returned in the early evening, the remaining two following next 

morning. 

During their stay at TERNHILL “A” Flight operated from tents at the edge of the flying field. 

Considerable difficulty was experienced in taking off and landing since ANSONS and 

HARVARDS of the F.T.S. were flying and taxying about the aerodrome increasingly. Generally, 

aircraft took off individually and joined their sections in the air. Although many formation 

landings were carried out it was, at times, found necessary to land individually. 

Officers and Senior N.C.O.’s were accommodated in their respective Messes. Airmen, who had 

brought their own blankets, slept in the principle Lecture Rooms at S.H.Q. with straw-filled 

paliasses, and were well cared for in the Airmen’s Mess. 

 

September 1940 

 

1.9.40  Digby 10.00 The Squadron left DIGBY and flew to NORTH WEALD, from which Station 

it was intended to operate for the ensuing month . 

Ternhill 13.30 Personnel of “A” Flight, who had been operating from TERNHILL, were ferried to 

STAPLEFORD TAWNEY, the satellite aerodrome of NORTH WEALD, by air. A small road 
party returned to DIGBY to prepare for the move to STAPLEFORD. 

Digby Personnel of “B” Flight moved by road to STAPLEFORD. 

Stapleford The aircraft were flown on to STAPLEFORD from NORTH WEALD and a short patrol 

was carried out in the ROCHFORD district at 15,000 ft. The aerodrome was found to have a 

pronounced slope down towards the hangars, there were several ridges running across the ‘drome 

and the surface was extremely rough. Aircraft were dispersed around a wood, which ran along one 

edge of the landing field, crews and equipment were housed in Hurricane and Bell tents, and 
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Marquees. There were two corrugated iron huts, and several trenches for protection from blast. A 

small stream running through the wood was used by airmen for washing purposes. 

2.9.40 Stapleford The Squadron were twice ordered to patrol ROCHFORD at 15,000 ft. but no 

enemy aircraft were seen on either occasion. 

16.35 Whilst on patrol enemy aircraft were intercepted and a dog fight ensued. Some damage was 

inflicted upon the enemy. F/LT RABAGLIATI force landed near SITTINGBOURNE and was 

uninjured. P/O BAILEY was missing from this patrol.3.9.40  09.55 Thirty JUNKERS 88s flying 

West in six large vics at 10,000 ft, and escorted by fifty MESSERSCHMITTS 109 and 110 at 

22,000 ft. were attacked by the Squadron whilst on patrol over SOUTHEND. P/O LEFEVRE and 

SUB/LT CARPENTER each claimed the destruction of enemy aircraft, and six other enemy 

aircraft were damaged by our pilots. 

Our casualties were as follows. P/O MORGAN GRAY and SGT BLOOR were both obliged to 

abandon their aircraft and made successful descents by parachute. F/SGT WILLIAMS landed at 

DEBDEN suffering from shrapnel wounds in the leg, but was able to fly back to STAPLEFORD in 

the evening. SGT EDWORTHY did not return from this patrol. 

Two further patrols were carried out by the Squadron at 14.35 and 18.30 hours, but there was no 

engagement. 

4.9.40 09.00 The Squadron patrolled ROCHFORD at 20,000 ft., but no enemy aircraft were seen. 

12.45 A second patrol was carried out over ROCHFORD and “A” Flight was attacked from astern 

by ME 109s which then escaped in the clouds. F/O PLUMMER and P/O AMBROSE bailed out in 

the vicinity of SOUTHEND, the former was detained in hospital at ROCHFORD, the latter 

returned to his unit. P/O BARBER force landed at MALDON and sustained fractures of the neck 

and lower jaw bone. 

5.9.40  Two patrols were carried out during the day; on the first no enemy aircraft were sighted, 

but on the second the Squadron sighted several Me 109s. F/LT RABAGLIATI was flying the four 

cannon Hurricane, and upon firing at one of the Me 109s it completely disintegrated. P/O 

JOHNSON and SUB/LIEUT CARPENTER each destroyed a Me 109. 

6.9.40  The Squadron carried out three patrols over ROCHFORD during the day. The latter patrol 

was in conjunction with No. 249 Squadron, but, on each occasion, no enemy aircraft were seen. 

7.9.40  17.00 “A” Flight engaged a formation of 18 Do 215s escorted by Me 109s  

and Me 110s South of the THAMES and over THAMESHAVEN. The Flight attacked the bombers 

and a dog fight ensued, which resulted in the damage of three enemy aircraft, and the probable 

destruction of a fourth. Casualties to our personnel were nil, and to aircraft, one category two. 

8.9.40 Co-operating with No. 504 Squadron, the Wing sighted 30 Do 215s and an escort of a large 

number of Me 109s and 110s, flying from 18,000 to 30,000 ft. The bombers were first attacked and 

the ME’s then came down to join in a dog fight over the ISLE of SHEPPEY.  Our casualties were, 

one pilot missing,  

SUB.LIEUT CARPENTER , R.N. (A)k, and one, F/LT BURNETT, injured and detained in 

hospital. Enemy casualties were 2 destroyed, 2 probables, and 5 damaged. 

9.9.40 16.45 A single patrol was carried out by the Squadron, working with No. 249 Squadron, 

over ROCHFORD. No enemy aircraft seen. 

10.9.40 The Squadron was released from Operational Flying, for the day, but since the weather 

was poor, with clouds 10/10 and frequently less than 1,000 ft.  
No flying was able to be done. 

11.9.40 Numerous patrols were made throughout the day in the STAPLEFORD district, in the 

morning by Sections of two aircraft, and later by Flights. At 15.10 hours the Squadron was ordered 

to patrol NORTH WEALD in company with No. 504 Squadron. They encountered a large number 

of Do 215s escorted by ME 109s and ME 110s 10 miles North of DUNGENESS POINT. The 

bombers were attacked from the beam and the escorting fighters came down to intercept the 

Hurricanes. 

A dog fight ensued in which some damage was inflicted upon the enemy. 
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Our casualties were; P/O McGREGOR, who force landed and was detained in hospital; SGT 

d’HAMALE, who descended by parachute at HURST GREEN, SUSSEX, unhurt; and SGT 

PEACOCK, who was missing from this patrol. 

SGT C.A.L. HURRY joined the Squadron as a Pilot, he had lately been serving with No. 43 

Squadron. 

12.9.40 No patrols were carried out. At 10.50 hours the Squadron was ordered to rendezvous No 

249 Squadron. The order was, however, cancelled as soon as the Squadron was airborne, and the 

aircraft of SGT ANDREW broke formation and spun to the ground. SGT ANDREW, who had 

been a member of No. 46 Squadron for 17 months, was killed. 

14.9.40 Numerous short security patrols were made in the morning by Sections of two aircraft. 

Commencing at 15.45 hours the Squadron went on patrol for an hour in the vicinity of NORTH 

WEALD. In none of the foregoing patrols were any enemy aircraft seen. 

18.00 At 18.00 hours the Squadron was ordered to rendezvous No. 504 Squadron and proceed to 

MAIDSTONE at 15,000 ft. Fifty or sixty ME 109s were sighted near BIGGIN HILL at 15-20,000 

ft and heading west. We attacked from underneath and a dog fight ensued, with some damage 

resulting to the ME 109s. All our aircraft returned unhurt. 

15.9.40 11.35 In conjunction with No 249 Squadron, the Squadron intercepted a formation of 20 

Do 215s over S.E. LONDON at 18,000 ft and escorted by a large number of ME 109s. The Do’s 

broke formation and attempted to find cover in the clouds. Some of the ME 109s dived down to 

join in the fight, but most made no attempt whatsoever to assist the bombers. The fight extended 

from LONDON to DOVER, and considerable damage was inflicted upon the enemy. All our 

aircraft returned safely. 

14.05 The Squadron was ordered to intercept a raid near HORNCHURCH. The main body of the 

Squadron never saw the enemy, but two members left the formation and engaged several enemy 

aircraft resulting in the destruction of two bombers. 

17.25 A third patrol was carried out over NORTH WEALD with No 249 Squadron but no enemy 

aircraft were seen. 

Three pilots reported to the Squadron today, they were P/O W.B. PATULLO, from No 249 

Squadron, SGT A.T. GOODERHAM, from No 151 Squadron; and SGT G.W. JEFFERYS, from 

No 43 Squadron. 

It is recorded with regret that F/O R.P. PLUMMER died in hospital today, from  

injuries received on September 4, 1940. 

16.9.40 Apart from a single patrol over NORTH WEALD at 20,000 ft for ninety minutes there is 

no flying to record. 

No information has come to light to explain the non-return of P/O J.C. BAILEY, missing since 

September 2nd and he must therefore be regarded as killed. 

17.9.40 Three patrols were ordered during the morning but nothing of incident occurred. A patrol 

was carried out by the Wing for the duration of an hour in the vicinity of the base, but no enemy 

aircraft were sighted. 

There were three new pilots joined the Squadron, P/O K. MRAZEK, A Czech pilot from 43 

Squadron; SGT J.P MORRISON from 43 Squadron; and SGT R.F. SELLERS from 111 Squadron. 

SGT EDWORTHY, who has now been missing for 14 days, must be regarded as killed. 

18.9.40 Four patrols were carried out, each one as a Wing with No 249 Squadron. 
12.20 On the mid-day patrol approximately 15 DORNIER 215s with fighter escort were sighted 

South of the Thames Estuary flying at 18,000 ft. No 249 Squadron were leading and a head on 

attack was made, which broke up the formation. Some damage was inflicted on the enemy, and 

three of our pilots were obliged to bale out. P/O LEFEVRE and SGT HURRY escaped with burns 

and minor injuries. SGT JEFFERYS attempted a parachute descent, it is believed that his 

parachute failed to open, and he was killed. 

19.9.40 Throughout the day the weather was bad with 10/10 low clouds and poor visibility. There 

was no flying. 
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20.9.40 10.45 The Squadron patrolled CHELMSFORD at 15,000 ft in company with 504 

Squadron but no enemy aircraft were seen. A further patrol was carried out by two aircraft at 3,000 

ft over STAPLEFORD. 

21.9.40 18.00 Only one patrol was carried out, in the company of No 249 Squadron over the 

Estuary of the THAMES for ninety minutes duration. No enemy aircraft were seen. 

22.9.40 11.20 A short security patrol was carried out by two aircraft over the base at 20,000 ft. The 

weather was overcast with 10/10 clouds at 1500 ft. and below. During the afternoon a JUNKERS 

88 crossed the ‘drome at cloud base, and flying quite fast. Several aircraft of “A” Flight took off in 

pursuit to try to affect an interception but were unsuccessful. 

SUB LIEUT CARPENTER must now be regarded as killed. He was missing from patrol on 

September 8, 1940. 

23.9.40 09.25 A single patrol was carried out by the Wing, comprising 46 and 249 Squadrons over 

NORTH WEALD at 20,000 ft. No enemy were sighted and after ninety minutes the patrol was 

abandoned. 

Maintenance and Headquarters Flight of 46 Squadron were detached from DIGBY to  

STAPLEFORD. 

24.9.40 10.00 P/O AMBROSE was ordered on Security Patrol between ROCHFORD, 

BRADWELL and MANSTON. He patrolled for an hour without sighting any enemy aircraft. 

Late in the morning the Squadron patrolled ROCHFORD at 25,000 ft., but did not sight the enemy. 

25.9.40 08.45 Again the Squadron patrolled ROCHFORD for an hour’s duration at 15,000 ft. 

13.10 A Security patrol was carried out by a single aircraft. Nothing of interest was observed. 

SGT PEACOCK has been missing from patrol for 14 days, and must now be regarded  

as killed. 

26.9.40 Several security patrols were carried out by the Squadron. Two sections of two aircraft 

made short patrols in the morning, and in the afternoon a single aircraft patrolled for two hours. No 

enemy aircraft were sighted. 

27.9.40 The Squadron was today thrice in action .  

08.50 The morning commenced with fog which cleared away slowly. At 08.50 the Squadron was 

ordered to patrol NORTH WEALD at 10,000 ft. Visibility was only 700 yards and the Squadron 

took off singly, and in pairs and joined NO 249 Squadron, who were to lead. Twenty ME 110s 

were sighted in a defensive circle, and a dog fight ensued. The Squadron claimed 4 destroyed, 1 

probable and 1 damaged. All our aircraft returned safely. 

12.50 A patrol was ordered over ROCHFORD at 15,000 ft in conjunction with No 249 Squadron. 

A number of Me 109s were engaged and one of them destroyed. One of our aircraft force landed 

with a bullet in the engine, pilot unhurt. 

14.50 In company with No 249 Squadron, the HORNCHURCH line was patrolled at 20,000 ft. and 

a number of Ju 88’s were intercepted together with their escort of Me 109s and 110s. One Ju 88 

was certainly destroyed by F/L RABAGLIATI and others were damaged severely. Our casualties 

to aircraft and pilots were nil. 

28.9.40 Two patrols were carried out by the Squadron and on each occasion no enemy aircraft 

were sighted. On the first DOVER was patrolled, and then MAIDSTONE. Clouds were 4/10 

cumulus from 3-4,000 ft. Both patrols were carried out in co-operation with No. 249 Squadron. 

29.9.40 16.20 A patrol was carried out in the  vicinity of MAIDSTONE. Clouds  
were 10/10 from 2,000–4,000 ft. No enemy aircraft were seen. 

18.20 Two aircraft were ordered to patrol WEST MERSEA at 10,000 ft and were vectored on a 

course of 080&#730; at 12,000 ft. Clouds were 10/10 from 1,000-8,000 ft. No enemy aircraft were 

sighted. 

30.9.40 The Squadron were three times ordered to patrol in the vicinity of HORNCHURCH at 

20,000 ft. Several ME 109’s were seen on the first patrol and a smoke trail on the third but no 

interceptions were made. 
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October 1940 

 

1.10.40 Numerous patrols were carried out during the day over the ROCHFORD area.10.35 F/SGT 

TYRER was detached from Red Section in order to patrol a convoy near the TONGUE 

LIGHTSHIP and investigate a bandit. Over land clouds were 9/10 at 5,000 ft. and over sea 9/10 

from 3,500 to 5,000 ft. No enemy aircraft were seen on any patrol. 

2.10.40 The Squadron patrolled with No. 249 Squadron on three occasions in the vicinity of 

HORNCHURCH and South of the THAMES ESTUARY, but no enemy aircraft were sighted. 

Clouds were 5/10 at 5,000 ft. 

4.10.40 A standing patrol was kept over the convoy “BOSOM” from 09:34 hours, when it was just 

North of MANSTON, until 11.35 hours, when the convoy was near SOUTHEND. The Squadron 

patrolled in flights, working from ROCHFORD aerodrome, and returned to base (STAPLEFORD) 

at 12.30 hours. Weather at first was poor, with clouds 10/10 at 500 ft., but improved rapidly until 

clouds were 6,000 –7,000 ft. and 2/10., visibility becoming good, and weather excellent. 

5.10.40 Two patrols were carried out over the MAIDSTONE area. Clouds were only 2/10 at 2,000 

ft. and clear up to 20,000 ft., but no enemy aircraft were seen. 

6.10.40 Squadron Leader A.R. COLLINS assumed command of No. 46 Squadron with effect from 

today, to replace Squadron Leader J.R. MacLACHLAN posted to S.H.Q. NORTH WEALD, 

ineffective sick. 

7.10.40 The Squadron patrolled in the vicinity of ROCHFORD at 20,000 ft. several times during 

the day. Clouds were 6/10 varying from 2,000 to 5,000 ft. No enemy aircraft were sighted on any 

of these patrols. 

8.10.40 Various patrols were carried out; “A” Flight were ordered to patrol a convoy between 

HAWKINGE and RAMSGATE but there was no convoy in the district. The Flight searched the 

district for some considerable time, clouds were not unduly thick, but there were only three 

Trawlers minesweeping, and these were definitely not the convoy. Later in the day other patrols 

were carried out, and Sections patrolled a convoy entering the Estuary from 13.50 hours to 16.20 

hours. 

9.10.40 A single patrol was carried out over MARTLESHAM HEATH. Clouds were 5/10 at 3,000 

ft. No enemy aircraft were seen. 

10.10.40 Yellow Section, consisting of two aircraft, were engaged in a protective patrol from 07.00 

hours for forty minutes off MANSTON and DOVER. Weather was cloudless, and visibility 30 

miles. Two further patrols were carried out by the Squadron, on the first occasion in the 

HORNCHURCH, RAMSGATE, EASTCHURCH districts and later South of the THAMES 

Estuary at 25,000 ft. Clouds increased during the day until they occurred in patches up to 25,000 ft. 

No enemy aircraft were seen. 

11.10.40 Patrols were carried out over the THAMES Estuary and in the HAWKINGE district, 

clouds were 2/10 to 5/10 at 5,000 ft. No enemy aircraft were sighted. 

SGT PEARCE was posted to the Squadron for flying duties. 

12.10.40 The morning patrol was carried out over KENT in conjunction with two other Squadrons. 

The weather was clear, and no enemy aircraft were seen. At 15.50 hours the afternoon patrol 

commenced with No. 257 Squadron and the Wing patrolled between EATBOURNE and DOVER. 

On returning they saw 20 enemy aircraft flying South over CANTERBURY and 5,000 ft above 
them, but did not intercept. Clouds were 6/10 at 2,000 ft. 

13.10.40 The Squadron was three times ordered to patrol the HORNCHURCH line at 20,000 ft. in 

company with No 249 Squadron, who were to lead. On the first and third occasion no enemy 

aircraft were encountered, but on the second patrol in the DUNGENESS district Green Section 

were attacked from above and astern by six ME 109’s which escaped before a counter attack could 

be made. Sgt. PEARCE was wounded in the arm and force landed at BIGGIN HILL. 

15.10.40 12.30 Commencing at 12.30 a patrol was carried out by the Squadron over  
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SEVENOAKS and GRAVESEND. While flying at a height of over 20,000 ft. they were vectored 

East and attacked from the Sun by a Flight of ME 109’s., three of our aircraft being shot down. 

P/O REID attacked and destroyed one of the enemy but the others made a successful escape. It is 

recorded with regret that P/O P.S. GUNNING was killed when his aircraft crashed near LITTLE 

THURROCK, Essex. 

F/SGT E.E. WILLIAMS was missing from this patrol, but it was later confirmed that his machine 

had crashed near GRAVESEND and his death had occurred. Sgt GOODERHAM escaped from his 

aircraft by parachute. He was suffering from burns but was not detained in hospital. 

16.10.40 A security patrol was carried out over BURNHAM at 20,000 ft. by two aircraft of Red 

Section, but there was nothing of interest to report. 

17.10.40 Two patrols were made by the Squadron from BIGGIN HILL district to DUNGENESS. 

There was 10/10 cloud from 500 ft. to 2,500 ft. but above the weather was clear. On account of the 

low cloud base Sgt d’HAMALE was unable to find his base on the first patrol, and force landed at 

FYFIELD, some three miles North of CHIPPING ONGAR, Essex. The pilot was unhurt, but the 

undercarriage was damaged. 

18.10.40 A single patrol was carried out by the Wing, led by No. 249 Squadron, over 

MAIDSTONE at 15,000 ft. for approximately two hours, but there was no engagement. 

Four new pilots were today posted to the Squadron for flying duties; they were 

P/O C.R. YOUNG, P/O F. SURMA, P/O HEDLEY, and P/O P.G. LEGGETT. 

19.10.40 A Convoy was patrolled for ninety minutes, but apart from this there  

was no operational flying. “AGENT”, 25 miles East of BRADWELL was covered by “A” Flight, 

whilst “B” Flight were over “ARENA”, 10 miles East of SHOEBURYNESS. 

20.10.40 The Wing was engaged in a patrol on the NORTH WEALD patrol line at 25,000 ft. No. 

46 Squadron were leading, and No. 257 Squadron were in the rear. No enemy aircraft were 

encountered and after ninety minutes the Wing was ordered to land. 

21/10/40 There was no flying. P/O F. SURMA, the Polish pilot posted to the Squadron on the 18th 

was posted away to No. 257 Squadron. 

22.10.40 In company with No. 257 Squadron, the Squadron patrolled in the vicinity of 

HORNCHURCH at 10,000 ft. No enemy aircraft. 

23.10.40 A single aircraft flew on air test for fifteen minutes, but apart from this there was no 

flying. 

24.10.40 Flying above 10/10 clouds, extending from 5,000 ft to 7,000 ft and thickening towards 

France, the Wing patrolled the MAIDSTONE line at 15,000 ft.  

In the South of the area there were some very thin cirrus at 25,000 ft. No enemy aircraft were 

sighted. 

25.10.40 Patrols were carried out throughout the day. On the first of these, Blue Leader, at 

approximately 09.25 flying due South in the vicinity of MAIDSTONE sighted 20 Me 109’s on his 

starboard flying at 25,000 ft. He was then flying at 24,000 ft. He went in to intercept but was 

unable to contact the enemy. Later he saw another group of approximately 40 Me 109’s 

approaching from a Northerly direction, but flying too high to intercept. P/O PATTULLO, flying 

guard to the Squadron at 27,000 ft. made a beam ahead attack on these latter enemy aircraft and 

damaged one Me 109, pieces of the wing and fuselage being observed to fall off. 

On a further patrol in which the Squadron was engaged, P/O PATTULLO, again flying guard, 
failed to return. He struck a house near ROMFORD and was taken to Oldchurch Hospital, 

ROMFORD, where he died. 

P/O BROWN was posted to 46 Squadron from LOUGHBOROUGH, as adjutant.26.10.40 Two 

routine patrols were made in conjunction with No. 17 Squadron, the morning patrol being on the 

MAIDSTONE line at 15,000 ft., and the afternoon patrol on the ROCHFORD line at 20,000 ft. 

27.10.40 09.30 Again patrolling with No. 17 Squadron the Wing climbed to 15,000 ft. over 

NORTH WEALD and then patrolled MAIDSTONE. At approximately 10.05 hours, flying at 

16,000 ft. over 10/10 cloud at 3,000 ft., the Wing vectored 150 to look out for a lone bandit, and 
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saw a Do 17 some 5,000 ft. below flying due South, but before they could intercept the enemy 

aircraft disappeared into cloud. P/O YOUNG of “B” Flight, states that he saw two He 113’s at 

10.30 hours flying due East, camouflaged pale blue on top with what appeared to be white crosses 

on the wings. He fired at long range, but without effect. 

The Squadron returned to base via HATFIELD. 

Three further patrols were carried out during the day, but no enemy aircraft were encountered. The 

two latter patrols were of a protective nature since the weather was very clear and afforded the 

enemy an excellent opportunity of flying rapidly over the coast. 

28.10.40 Patrols were carried out over the THAMES Estuary and over COLCHESTER, NORTH 

WEALD and HORNCHURCH. There was nothing of any incident to report. 

29.10.40 Whilst on patrol with No. 257 Squadron in the vicinity of MAIDSTONE a number of Me 

109’s were sighted flying at 26,000 ft. and 5,000 ft. above the Squadron. Five Me 109’s attacked 

the Squadron, the remainder forming a defensive circle, and in the ensuing dog fight one Me 109 

was destroyed by F/LT RABAGLIATI, and a probable was obtained by P/O REID. SGT BLACK 

was badly wounded in the leg and received facial burns, his Hurricane was completely destroyed 

when it crashed near ASHFORD. 

30.10.40 Four patrols were carried out by the Squadron over Kent and Essex above 10/10 cloud at 

4,500 ft., but no enemy aircraft were seen.  

SGT. N.M. WALKER reported to the Squadron for flying duties. 

31.10.40 Two aircraft were engaged in a protective patrol at 25,000 ft. over  

BURNHAM for an hour. No other patrols were carried out. 

F/LT. L.M. GAUNCE, D.F.C., was posted to the Squadron for flying duties and to command. 

  

The formal end of The Battle of Britain 
  


